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State, federal budgets bring mixed news to city 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Recently announced developments at the state and 
federal levels will yield a mixed bag of results when 
Romulus officials begin budget discussions this spring. 

The good news is Gov. Jennifer Granholm announced 
she will not seek to cut state-shared revenues to cities 
this year. That, said Mayor Alan Lambert, is a big relief 
for cities who for the past three years have had to pare 
down staff and services. 

“This was excellent news,” he said. “I think we would 
have been able to get through it OK if there had been cuts 
because we have a surplus, but I think we’re in good 
shape. We re fortunate enough to be in better shape than 
some of the communities that surround us.” 

Michigan municipalities - and Romulus is no excep¬ 
tion - has dealt with budget cuts in the wake of a weak¬ 
ened state economy. Councilman Michael Prybyla said 
the city has had a few things working for them that have 
made the cuts considerably less than in neighboring 
cities, though. 

“What saved us going into last year was the fact that 
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I think we would have been able to get 
through it OK if there had been cuts because 
we have a surplus, but I think 
we’re in good shape. 

Mayor Alan Lambert 


we got $1.5 million in tax dollars from airport parking.” 
he said. “Last year, we didn’t have to cut any jobs, but we 
did leave some jobs unfilled after someone quit or 
retired. It wasn’t easy for us, but I think we did pretty well 
overall” 

For the 2004-05 budget year, the city had to cut $185,000 
from the general fund budget The mayor and council 
members balanced the budget by taking the needed dol¬ 
lars from the fund balance and delaying large purchases, 
Lambert said. 

However, city officials did get some news they expect 


will have a negative effect on the 2005-06 budget. 
Municipalities learned early last week they could lose 
their tax-exempt status when purchasing gasoline. But 
municipalities will be able to file for a refund for a 24.4- 
percent refund per gallon for the gas they use in city- 
owned vehicles. The cost to municipalities - in addition 
to the difference between the price of gas and the refund 
-would primarily be administrative, Lambert said. 

“We’re crunching some numbers right now to deter¬ 
mine how this could affect us,” Lambert said. “I think this 
could be impactful, but I also think we could take some 
vehicles out of our fleet if it’s necessary. We’d also have to 
budget to pay the taxes, and I think we can do that” 
Prybyla said he feels the gas provision could have a 
big impact on the city. “We use a lot of gas in our DPW 
(Department of Public Works) vehicles, and our police 
cars,” he said. “I don’t think we know how much of it we 
use, but we’re going to have to deal with that” 

Another setback could be the potential for a 50 per¬ 
cent reduction in Community Development Bock Grants 
(CDBG), proposed as part of the federal budget The cut 

See Budget, page 3 



Future engineers 


Students at Romulus High School have worked for hours fashioning a box full of metal bars, wires, 
screws, nails and other supplies into a robot to compete in the 2005 FIRST (For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and Technology) competition. The program requires students, with the 
help of professional engineers from the General Motors Powertrain Plant in Romulus, to build a 
robot that will compete in several sports-oriented tasks in competitions. The program is intended to 
get students excited about technology and engineering. Students worked on a CAD/CAM worksta¬ 
tion to design the robot. Pictured here are (left to right) are: Kevin Gay, GM Powertrain Engineer 
Christina Reynolds, Malcolm Rhodes and Amanda Collins. In the second row are: Markita Hudson, 
Wallace Reynolds, Christine Plank and Vaughn Liendo. In the third row are: Greg Cooper, Elvis 
Celske, Jane Johnson, faculty advisor Joey Ditsch, Jarran Booker, Eric Pace, Vanessa Rhodes, 
Ciera Warren, Nick Greg, Joshua Slaght and Gary Wogamen. 


Police seek help in 
missing teenager case 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Police are asking for help from 
area residents who might know 
the whereabouts of 16-year-old 
Legina Antionett Thomas, a stu¬ 
dent at Romulus High School 
who went missing on Feb. 8. 

Romulus Police Det Lt John 
Leacher said Thomas’ parents 
reported her missing after she 
failed to return home from school 
on Feb. 8. He added that the teen 
could be in a dangerous situation 
with a man she was correspond¬ 
ing with on the Internet 

“We think she’s probably in 
Detroit,” he said. “Any help the 
public can give us in locating her 
(Thomas) would help a great 
deal.” 

Detectives learned Thomas 
might have been talking with a 
man on the Internet from her 
friends. But very little informa¬ 
tion about who the man is known 
at this time, Leacher said. 


Thomas’ family members have 
not heard from her since the 
morning of Feb. 8. 

Thomas’ friends also told 
investigators she had correspond¬ 
ed with others on the Internet 
and told them she was 18 years 
old, Leacher said. 

The teen is described as 5-foot 
4-inches tall and 200 pounds with 
long, straight black hair and 
brown eyes. She was last seen 
wealing a black winter coat with 
a hood and a black sweater and 
blue jeans. A friend told officers 
she also had a change of clothes 
with her on the day she disap¬ 
peared — a pair of black and 
beige jeans, a black hooded 
sweat shirt with a zipper in front 
and a beige top. 

Anyone with information 
regarding the whereabouts of 
Legina Thomas is asked to con¬ 
tact Romulus Police Ofc. 
Anthony Norman at (734) 955- 
8814, or Leacher at (734) 942- 
6856. 


‘Wedding’ raises $1,700 for shelter 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


A wedding that rivaled the recent 
Donald Trump-Melania Knauss affair took 
place in Romulus this weekend, and in this 
case, it was four a good cause. 

Two purebred Yorkshire terriers, Gizmo 
and Sophie, walked down the aisle at the 
Romulus Senior Center and vowed to live 
with their owner, Senior Center Director 
Linda Norman, until death do them part 
But the best thing about the wedding is 
that it generated $1,700 for a new Romulus 
Animal Shelter. Councilman William 


Wadsworth, the best man at the wedding 
and the driving force behind the fundrais¬ 
ing effort for a new shelter, said the wed¬ 
ding was a fun way to bring light to an issue 
that is becoming more troublesome in the 
city. 

“Unfortunately people are dumping 
unwanted animals in Romulus,” he said. 
“Our current shelter is 70 years old, and it’s 
not big enough for the animals we try to 
help,” he said. “We had to euthanize about 
2,000 animals. But we were able to adopt 
out about 350, and if we had a big enough 

See Wedding, page 3 



Mayor Alan Lambert holds Gizmo, and Senior Center Director Linda Norman holds 
Sophie during the dog nuptials last Saturday. 
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE ROMULUS CITY COUNCIL HELD FEBRUARY 7, 
2005 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER ROMULUS CITY HALL, 
11111S. WAYNE ROAD, ROMULUS, MICHIGAN 48174. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Pro Tem Randolph Gear. 
Present: Leroy Burcroff, William Crova, Randolph Gear, Charles Miller, Michail 
Prybyla, Debbie Romak, William Wadsworth. 

Administrative Officials in Attendance: 

Alan Lambert, Mayor 

Linda R. Choate, CMC, Clerk 

Pamela Morrison/Kersey, CMFA, Treasurer 

1. Motion by Romak, supported by Crova to approve the agenda as presented” 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-035 

2. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Burcroff to approve the minutes of the regular 
meeting of the Romulus City Council held January 24, 2005 as presented. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-036 

3A1. Motion by Romak, supported by Burcroff to approve the appointment of 
Johanna O’Grady-Ward as 34th District Court Magistrate for week-end arraignments 
with Wayne County. 

Roll Call Vote Showing. Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 

Wadsworth 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-037 

3A2. Motion by Wadsworth supported by Crova to concur with the recommendation 
of Cyndi Lyon, City Planner and grant the request from Resource Recovery to vacate 
Avalon Avenue, west of Moore Avenue, abutting Lots 55 and 56, and the Alley adja¬ 
cent to Lots 39-55 inclusive and Lots 95-111 inclusive of the McConalogue 
Subdivision. 

Roll call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Prybyla, Wadsworth. 

Nays - Miller, Romak. 

Motion Carried. 

05-038 

3 A3. Motion by Romak, supported by Burcroff to concur with the recommendation of 
Planning Commission and grant tentative Preliminary Plat approval to 
PC-2004-031TPP, to Elro Corporation for a 92 lot single family subdivision on a 
43.58+- acre parcel located on the north side Tyler Road west of Cogswell, DP#s 
82-80-027-99-0007-000, 82-80-070-99-0005-000, 82-80-027-99-0010-000 consistent 
with the recommendation of the City Planning Consultant, City Engineering 
Consultant, and City Planners memorandum dated January 11, 2005. Tentative 
Preliminary Plat is for a period of one year and will expire February 7, 2006. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 

Wadsworth 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-039 

3A4. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Wadsworth to grant Special Land Use 
Approval for PC-2004-043 First Industrial, for construction of a 303,180 sq. ft. large 
truck oriented warehouse with 107 truck doors, located at 27651 Hildebrandt, in an 
MT-2 Zoned District subject to 1) installation of a 6-foot high black vinyl-coated 
chain link fence, 2) compliance with the Planning Commissions site plan review con¬ 
dition of approval. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-040 

345. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Miller to deny second reading and final adop¬ 
tion of PC-2004-021-a request to rezone nine parcels (2.2±acres) south side of 
Ecorse between Middlebelt and Famum Roads, based on non-proof of ownership of 
all the properties from curcurrent RIB Single Family Residential and C-2 General 
Business District to C-3 Highway Service, and from RIB Single Family Residential 
to C-2 General Business District. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion carried Unanimously. 

05-041 

4A. Motion by Crova, supported by Wadsworth to adopt a memorial resolution for the 
family of former Councilman Brooker Edwards. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-042 

4B. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Romak to adopt a memorial resolution for the 
family of Savilla Johnson. 

Roll Call Vote Showing Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 


Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-043 

4C. Motion by Wadsworth, supposed by Crova to adopt a resolution congratulating 
Ray and Loretta Renke on their 50th Wedding Anniversary. 

- 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

4. Motion by Romak, supported by Prybyla to accept the Chairman’s Report. 

. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-044 

5A. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Romak to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to 
enter into the Suburban Mobility Authority for Regional Transportation (“SMART”) 
Sales Agreement for the purchase of a 1997 Ford Bus in the amount of $1.00. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-045 

5B. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Miller to concur with the administration and 
grant authorization to purchase one additional Police K-9 Dog and its training and 
equipment under bid 04/05-12 Police K-9 Unit, Training and Equipment with K9 
Academy Training Facility. 

• 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 


05-046 

5C. Motion by Crova, supported by Prybyla to introduce Budget Amendment 04/05- 
11 : 


FUND/DEPT. 


CURRENT 


AMENDED 

ACCJQ.UJMT-ML 

Motor Vehicle Fund 

ACCOUNT NAME 

BUDGET 

AMENDMENT 

BUDGET 

Expenditures 

661-4410-744.74-78 

Equipment Maintenance 

129,101 

50,000 

179,101 

Retained Earnings 

661-0000-395.00-00 

Retained Earnings 

AVAILABLE 

APPORPRIATE 

BALANCE 



1,649,534 

(50,000) 

1,599,534 

To appropriate funds for additional vehichle repairs due to aging of current fleet (no new vehicles were put into ser- 

vice this year.) 





Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 

Wadsworth. 





Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-047 



5D. Motion by Miller, supported by Wadsworth to introduce Budget Amendment 

04/05-12: 





FUND/DEPT. 


CURRENT 


AMENDED 

ACOLUNXNQ, 

ACCOUNT NAME 

BUDGET 

amendment 

budget 

General Fund 

- 




Expenditures 

101-2990-729.93058 

TransfersOut-Local St. 

0 

12,000 

12,500 

101-4110-741.74-83 

Sidewalk Maintenance 

39,000 

(12,500) 

26,500 

Revenues 





101-3910-511.63-30 

Sidewalk Maint. Charge 

39,000 

(12,500) 

26,500 

Fund Balance 





101-0000-390-00-00 

Fund Balance 

AVAILABLE APPROPRIATE 

BALANCE 



1,535,717 

(12,500) 

1,523,217 

FUND/DEPT. 


CURRENT 


AMENDED 

ACCOUNT NO. 

ACCOUNT NAME 

BUDGET 

amendment 

BUDGET 

Local streets 





Expenditures 





203-4310-743.77-71 

Non-Motorized Improvement 0 

12,500 

12,500 

Revenues 

203-0000-699.93-02 

Transfers In-General Fund 

0 

12,500 

12,500 


To appropriate funds for mandated handicap curhcuts to comply with ADA requirements and eligible for Act 51 
monies. 

' 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-048 

6A1. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff to concur with the Advisory 
Appointment Committee and make the following appointments and re-appointments 
to the Romulus Cable Telecommunications Commission: Appoint Margaret Leduc to 
a three-year term to expire January 27, 2008; Steven Mientkiewicz to fill the vacancy 
created by the resignation of Delores Witzgall, term to expire February 7, 2006; 
Gerald Rohn, alternate, term to expire February 7, 2008; Jack Trumble, Alternate, 
term to expire February 7, 2008 and to re-appoint Helen Hay, term to expire June 5, 

2007 and Joe Allen, term to expire June 5, 2007. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Continued on page 4 
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Grant will help teens 
with weighty issues 



Jumping for joy 


Third graders at Barth Elementary School in Romulus jumped at the opportunity to raise money for 
heart disease research last week when several participated in the “Jump Rope for Heart” program. 
Sponsored by the American Heart Association, The program promotes the value of exercise, while 
creating awareness among young people about the importance of heart-healthy habits. This year, 
the students raised $2,000. Pictured here in the first row (right to left) are: Jessica New, Bryan 
Badilla, Romel Bohler, Rachel LaPorte, Madison Tyree and Aprille Doktor. In the second row are 
Hunter Mason. Tyler Robertson, Chris Greca and Kevin Marz. 


Spring park activities on track 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 

Spring parks and recreation 
programs are in full swing in 
Romulus. 

Beginning next month, activi¬ 
ties for families, singles and 
seniors will begin at various 
places in the city. The programs 
encompass athletics, wellness, 
martial arts, crafts, arts and 
music, said Kristen Irwin, the 
program director of Romulus 
Paris and Recreatioa 

“We try to base our programs 
on what has been popular in the 
past, and what the demand is,” 
she said. 

“Youth pro¬ 
grams seem 
to be the 
most popular 
among resi¬ 
dents. Last 
year was the 
first year we 
had middle school activities, and 
we’re currently planning another 
year of activities to give kids in 
that age group something to do.” 

The middle school program 
consists of several field trips that 
offer fun - in safe and secure 
environment 

“Last year we went to the 
(Detroit) Science Center, movies, 
water parks and a few other 
places, and the kids really 
enjoyed it,” Irwin said 

This year, many programs and 
events will help keep children 
busy, Irwin said 

The annual Easter Egg Hunt 
will take place the day before 
Easter at noon on Saturday, 
March 26 at the Elmer Johnson 
Park on Ozga Road. Individual 
hunts will take place in four dif¬ 
ferent age categories. The event 
is planned tor children between 
the ages of 3 and 8. Parents are 
asked to bring with them a bag to 
collect eggs. Photographs with 
the Easter Bunny will be avail¬ 


able for $2. Some of the eggs will 
contain special prizes. 

Children looking to bum a lit¬ 
tle energy can join 
Tumblebunnies gymnastics 
class. The classes are open to 
both boys and girls Students will 
learn some fundamental skills by 
using a variety of equipment, 
such as trampolines, balance 
beams, octagons, music, wedge 
mats, and the uneven bars, 
among others The session runs 
from April 4 to May 23, and costs 
$60. Pre-registration is required 
The deadline to register is April 
4 

The southern tradition of clog- 

- 55 - 


Kristen Irwin 


ging will also be taught this 
spring Experienced instructors 
will teach newcomers basic steps 
before progressing to more com¬ 
plex individual and group 
dances. The classes continue 
from March 7 to May 23, and will 
be scheduled for children as 
young as 7 through adulthood. 
The deadline to register is 
March 4 

People interested in martial 
arts have two options this spring 
- the traditional form of Tae 
Kwon Do known as Tang Soo Do 
or the more contemporary Tae 
Kwon Do. Both classes will offer 
participants the fundamentals of 
body-mind discipline, defense 
techniques, grappling tech¬ 
niques and hand-to-hand com¬ 
bat The classes also help partici¬ 
pants learn common values such 
as self-respect, self-discipline 
and respect for others. Tang Soo 
Do class is scheduled runs from 
Ffeb. 25 to April 8. The deadline 
to register for the class is today. 


Contemporary Te Kwan Do 
classes continue from March 22 
to May 26, and the deadline to 
register is March 21. 

Both martial arts classes cost 
$35 for the session for one indi¬ 
vidual. $55 for the session for two 
immediate family members, $75 
for the session for three immedi¬ 
ate family members. 

Irwin said most of the classes 
and programs will take place at 
various schools throughout the 
community, but that this might be 
the last year the department has 
to plan programs around what is 
available The city acquired the 
former Overhead Crane Co. facil¬ 
ity at Wayne and 
Northline roads for 
$1.9 million. That 
will house a new 
facility, where pro¬ 
grams can expand. 

“We’re really 
looking forward to 
it opening,” she 
said. “It’s hard to put into words 
what it will do for us. We’ve want¬ 
ed to host overnight events or 
midnight basketball. But we’ve 
always had to think about what 
facilities we should have these 
sorts of events at But with our 
own facility, we will have more 
room and better facilities for 
new programs.” 

Mayor Alan Lambert said a 
dedicated recreation facility is a 
first for the city. “A recreation 
center is something we’ve had to 
live without for some time, and 
we’ve been looking at this facility 
for about two months,” Lambert 
said. “Most cities have their own 
recreation facilities, and we 
want to offer people in Romujus 
the same opportunities people in 
other communities have” 

Anyone who would like to 
learn more about parks pro¬ 
grams, or sign up for a class, can 
call the Romulus Parks and 
Recreation Department at (734) 
912-6852 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


A clinic serving scores of stu¬ 
dents in Wayne County has 
received a $125,000 grant to help 
young African American women 
cope with the growing possibility 
of obesity. 

Starfish Family Services, an 
Inkster-based non-profit that 
operates the Then Health Center 
at Inkster High School, is operat¬ 
ing the SHAPE (Strong, Healthy 
and Physically Energized) pro¬ 
gram at the health center this 
summer. The Michigan 
Department of Community 
Health provided funding for the 
program. 

Weight issues can be especial¬ 
ly difficult for young women, who 
sometimes don’t have the 
resources required to deal with 
obesity. That’s why they could 
benefit from the SHAPE pro¬ 
gram, said Ouida G. Cash, the 
chief executive officer of Starfish 
Family Services 

“Starfish Fhmily Services is 
proud of the work being done at 
the Inkster Then Health Center,” 
she said. “We’re thankful to 
Inkster Public Schools, Oakwood 
Healthcare System, and the 
Michigan Department of 
Community Health for helping 
us to provide another needed 
service to at-risk youngsters in 
our community.” 

Starfish will receive $25,000 


FROM PAGE 1 

shelter, we’d be able to keep more 
animals longer.” 

Mayor Alan Lambert, who offi¬ 
ciated at the nuptials, said the 
wedding ides was creative, to say 
the least “It is fun and different 
and something that residents in 
the Romulus community will 
come out to support, because it is 
such a worthy and deserving 
cause,” he said. 

About 500 seniors and other 
interested parties packed the 
banquet room at the senior center 
for the wedding reception. When 
the wedding gifts were tallied, 
about $1,700 dollars was raised, 


FROM PAGE 1 


would take place in funds 
received after 2006. CDBG 
funding can be used for physi¬ 
cal improvements on specific 
buildings or for neighborhood 
revitalization programs. The 
City of Romulus is slated to 
receive $200,000 each year for 
the next 10 years to pay for the 
new recreation center, which 
the city hopes to break ground 
on later this year. 

‘Tm really hoping this fund 
doesn’t get cut because it does 
so much good,” Lambert said. 
“We might be able to fit into 
other programs once the (feder¬ 
al budget) is determined. The 


for the time period April 1 - Sept 
30, 2005, and two annual install¬ 
ments of $50,000 - for a total of 
$125,000 - over 30 months to 
administer the program, Cash 
said. 

The SHAPE program is an 
after-school program that focus¬ 
es on nutrition and exercise tech¬ 
niques. Teens who enroll in the 
program will receive a gift cer¬ 
tificate to a local sporting goods 
store, a one-year pass to Wayne 
County Metro Park systems, and 
a one-year membership in the 
SHAPE UP program, which 
offers unlimited access to exer¬ 
cise programs taught at the clin¬ 
ic. A certified fitness instructor 
teaches the classes. 

The new program is open to 
60 teens with a body mass index 
of 25 or greater, Cash said Teens 
can live anywhere in western 
Wayne County and take part in 
the program. The program is free 
of charge to all teens. 

Obesity in all children - no 
matter what their race - is on the 
rise in the United States. The 
National Center for Health 
Statistics indicates that as many 
as 3 million children are obese. 

The Inkster Teen Health 
Center is located inside Inkster 
High School, at 3250 Middlebelt 
Road (between Michigan Avenue 
and Carlyle Road). To lean more 
about the program, or to enroll, 
call the center toll-free at 1-877- 
262-8336. 


said city spokeswoman Kathy 
Trent 

Wadsworth said that about 
$100,000 in financial contribu¬ 
tions and in-kind services and 
donations have been collected so 
far. He said many businesses and 
schools have helped out 

“Some kids at the school had a 
bake sale, and about five restau¬ 
rants have contributed to the 
cause,” he said. “We still have a 
long way to go, but we’d really like 
to thank the businesses and peo¬ 
ple in the community that have 
helped us.” 

Wadsworth estimated that it 
would take about $250,000 to 
$300,000 to build the shelter. 


DDA (Downtown Development 
Authority) has captured enough 
dollars to be able to take care of 
some of its debt” 

The city funded a new 
senior center and some build¬ 
ing improvement projects with 
CDBG dollars in 2004 and 2005. 

Lambert credits fiscal fru¬ 
gality as the reason the city has 
been able to weather budget 
storms. He said city expenses 
generally only i: crease about 1 
percent each} nr. 

City counc members and 
city administr ators will begin 
budget talks and schedule pub¬ 
lic hearing by May. The city 
must approve the budget by 
June 30. 


We try to base our programs on what has been 
popular in the past, and what the demand is. 


Wedding - Fundraiser helps animals 


Budget - Federal funds at risk 
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Reactions to propose! minimum wage are mixed 


I 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


On the heels of an announcement that 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm will ask mem¬ 
bers of the state legislature to increase 
the minimum wage by $2 per hour during 
a two-year period, local lawmakers are 
showing both concern and support for 
the measure. 

State Rep. Dianne Byrum (D- Ingham 
County) is sponsoring a bill that would 
increase the minimum wage from the 
current federal level of $5.15 per hour to 
$7.15 per hour It would be implemented 
gradually during two years. If approved, 
it would be the first increase in the 
Michigan minimum wage since 1996. 

State Sea Ray Basham (D-Taylor) said 
a raise is long overdue and would help 
people struggling with low wages. 

“This is the right thing to do for a lot of 
reasons,” he said “I support it because I 
think that people who work should 
expect to earn a decent wage. What the 
bill is proposing would not make much of 
a difference to businesses, and it’s still 
far below the rate of inflatioa” 

Estimates from the U.S. Bureau of 


Labor Statistics indicate that about 
90,000 people in Michigan earn mini¬ 
mum wages, while another 400,000 earn 
slightly above the minimum wage or 
below $7.15 per hour. That number rep¬ 
resents about one in six workers in 
Michigan, according to the statistics. Most 
of these workers are employed in retail, 
clerical, restaurant, health care and light 
industrial positions, according to Dan 
Flarough, a spokesman for Byrum. 

But since Michigan is tied with Alaska 
for the highest unemployment rate in the 
United States, others said increasing the 
minimum wage now could further drain 
jobs from the state. 

‘Tm not saying that we should never 
consider doing this, but I don’t think now 
would be a good time,” said State Rep. 
Phil LaJoy (R-Canton). We need to do 
everything we can to encourage busi¬ 
nesses to hire, and this could cause lay¬ 
offs. I don’t think we’re trying to make 
light of what people who earn a modest 
wage are going through. But we’re in dire 
straits here - we have the worse unem¬ 
ployment rate in the country, and I 
wouldn’t want to do anything that might 
make it worse.” 


Some businesses are worried about 
the potential increase, said Oscar 
Rhotan, the owner of Metro Realty 
Group in Romulus. 

“I think this might be the kind of thing 
that hurts small businesses or start-up 
businesses, and I think the raise is too 
minimal to really make a difference in 
the economy,” he said. “The things we 
pay for - like utilities, food and clothing 
always seem to be going up. Last year I 
noticed my electric bill increased by 30 
percent I don’t think people would make 
new, big purchases like a car It’s just not 
enough money for that But it would stop 
some businesses from hiring people.” 

Fifteen states have recently adopted 
minimum wages higher than the federal 
level. According to the New York-based 
Fiscal Policy Institute, total employment 
in states that raised the minimum wage 
above the federal level saw an increase 
in employment of 6.1 percent from 1998 
and 2004. States that held the line on the 
minimum wage saw an increase of 
4.1.percent. A separate study by 
Princeton University economists David 
Card and Alan Kreuger indicated that 
increasing the federal minimum wage 


almost 10 years ago caused no measur¬ 
able increase in the unemployment rate 
nationwide. 

LaJoy said a better solution might be 
to create more training opportunities to 
help people out of minimum wage jobs, 
but Rhotan said he doesn’t know where 
they would go. 

“We’re losing so many manufacturing 
jobs, and it’s sad because we have people 
who could work those jobs that need a i 
higher wage,” he said. 

State estimates indicate that about 
70,000 manufacturing jobs have been lost 
due to productivity improvements and 
outsourcing. 

“What we really need to look at are 
ways to even the playing field. We need to 
quit outsourcing our jobs,” Rhotan said. 

State Rep. Hoon-Yung Hopgood (D- 
Romulus) said he thinks the issue needs 
to be addressed at the state level, instead 
of waiting for the federal government to 
address the issue. 

‘It’s pretty simple - if you work hard, 
you should be able to support the basic 
needs of your family,” he said. “Right 
now, our federal minimum wage doesn’t 
allow that” 


Belleville City Council OKs $18,600 for new library consultant contract 


The Belleville City Council 
approved an $18,600 amend¬ 
ment recently to the 2004-2005 
Library Operating Budget to 
provide funding for a library 
consultant 

According to City Manager 
Steve Walters, the consultant 
will evaluate library service and 
space needs in light of the grow¬ 


ing community populatioa 
In December, the Library 
Advisory Committee issued a 
request for proposals. A total of 
eight proposals were received, 
which committee members nar¬ 
rowed down to two firms for 
interviews. The Extra Edge was 
chosen to advise the library 
board on what steps should be 


taken next in the process for a 
new library. 

The Friends of the Library 
started plans for a new library in 
January and 
hope to see a 


needs in the future. 

‘1 think it would be beneficial 
for the library to be centrally 
located in the community,” said 


Mayor Tbm Fielder. “We hope to 
find that solution we’ve been 
advocating since this discussion 
started.” 


new building 
and better 
funding to meet 
the community 


CITY OF ROMULUS 
NOTICE 2005 
BOARD OF REVIEW 

To the taxpayers of the City of Romulus: The Board of Review will meet in the 
Romulus City Hall, (Lower Level) Community Room, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, 
MI 48174 on the following dates and times by APPOINTMENT ONLY for the pur¬ 
pose of reviewing the assessment roll. 

Meeting dates are as follows: 


March 14, 2005: 
March 15, 2005: 


March 16, 2005: 


Residential 

9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. & 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. & 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Commercial/Industrial 

9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. & 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


Tentative ratios and estimated multipliers are as follows: 


Classification 

Ratio 

Multiplier 

Commercial 

50% 

1.0000 

Industrial 

50% 

1.0000 

Residential 

50% 

1.0000 

Developmental 

50% 

1.0000 

Personal 

50% 

1.0000 


Review is by appointment only 

Residents and Non-Residents alike may appeal by (1) making an appointment to 
appear before the Board OR (2) in writing (personal appearance is not required). The 
Board of Review MUST receive all written appeals no later than March 16, 2005 at 
2:00 p.m. 

Property owners may appoint and authorize a representative to appear on their 
behalf. All Representatives or Agents MUST submit (current) proof of authorization 
to act on behalf of the property owner as a prerequisite to appeal to the Board of 
Review. 


To schedule an appointment, please ea! 
Assessment at (734) 942-7520 bet\ een the 
through Friday. 

Publish: February 24, 2005 
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Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-049 

6A2. Motion by Wadworth, supported by Crova to concur with the Advisory 
Appointment Committee and appoint the following to the Environmental Protection 
Board: Joseph Ozog, David Dick and Dale Justice, terms to expire February 7, 2008. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-050 

6A3. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Romak to approve second reading and final 
adoption of Budget amendment 04/05-10 introduced at the meeting held January 24, 
2005. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-051 

6C1. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Burcroff to grant authorization for the 
Mayor and Clerk to enter into agreement with Wayne County Airport Authority to 
Toll Statues of Limitations with reference to construction of the new DPW yard. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

11. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Romak to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Romulus City Council. 

Roll Call Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda R. Choate, CMC 
City Clerk 

I, Linda R. Choate, Clerk for the City of Romulus, Michigan do hereby certify the 
foregoing to be a true copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Romulus 
City Council held February 7, 2005. 

Linda R. Choate, CMC 
City Clerk 

1 fish: February 24, 2uu5 
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Ohmmdm 


A silver lining? 

Just when it finally seemed like IKEA, the Swedish furniture 
retailer, would move into Canton Township a wrench has been 
thrown into the plans. 

The store might not take up the vacant former Super Kmart on 
Fbrd and Haggerty roads after all because of an alleged dispute con¬ 
cerning a parking easement between the property owners. 

Too bad. 

We were not quite sold on the issue, either - we would have wel¬ 
comed the addition to the Ford Road corridor of a business that 
would have some real staying power; as busy as Fbrd Road is, some 
national firms have had a difficult go of it there. On the other hand, 
we, like most of those who have to travel the roadway, were con¬ 
cerned about the traffic impact that such a huge regional attraction 
would bring. Still, plans were under way to help combat that and the 
store would be a big boon for the township. 

It would be a shame if the project fell apart because of something 
as relatively simple as who would park where. Obviously, there could 
be competition aspects between the shop and the ABC Warehouse 
that is served by the same parking lot, but it seems like that competi¬ 
tion could be beneficial to both stores - not to mention consumers. 

Perhaps the project is not quite dead and maybe Canton officials 
can help ease the transition or provide some alternatives. They prob¬ 
ably have a little time to do that, because finding an ideal alternative 
site may be a lengthy process. It took IKEA about two years, after all, 
to settle on the Canton locatioa 

It’s certain, though, that when officials from the store were scout¬ 
ing locations, Canton wasn’t the only stop they made. It may not be 
that long before they settle on a plan B, and the township will be left 
with another vacant big box building Since it’s proven such a difficult 
thing to reuse those types of structures - in Canton, or anywhere else - 
that would be unfortunate. 

The upside, though, is that there would be plenty of parking to go 
around. 

Now here’s a really bad plan 

It must have come as a surprise to municipal officials to learn that 
the Community Block Development Grant program could be jeopar¬ 
dized. 

Even those seasoned in the battle to keep revenues coming into 
their communities, knowledgeable about the shrinking pools of grant 
funds and the longer lines of applicants must have scratched their 
heads at that one. 

The program, after all, works pretty well Through the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), it provides funds to help 
communities spark revitalization in low or moderate-income areas. It 
helps fund senior citizen programs and provide park improvements, 
to name a few. When funds are reduced, they go down across the 
board - no one community is penalized over another 

Yet, the federal budget proposed by President George W Bush 
would change that It would move the program under the umbrella of 
the Department of Commerce and combine it with about 17 other pro¬ 
grams that would all compete for the same funding That budget, by 
the way, is tentatively less than last year’s federal budget for the CDBG 
program, alone. 

The concept, to spark economic development, is a good one, but 
this isn’t the way to accomplish it The goal to push for more bricks 
and mortar projects rather than services doesn’t make much sense, 
either. Those projects can be put off, as many officials in Michigan 

See Plan, page 6 
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Rolling along memonr lane 


There’s an underutilized fea¬ 
ture right here in the community 
that is slowly disappearing 
Blocked off, in some places, 
by cautionary signs and going to 
seed in others, the bike path 
along the 1-275 freeway never 
quite reached its full potential 
and has been neglected for 
years. 

Now, a number of groups are 
working together to try to revital¬ 
ize the pathway. The Rails-to- 
Trails Conservancy, the League 
of Michigan Bicyclists, the 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) and oth¬ 
ers are trying to work collabora- 
tively to secure grant funding 
from the Greenways Initiative - 
an arm of the Community 
Foundation of Southeast 
Michigan - to fix up the path and 
make it viable again. 

Sweet I wish them luck. 

The path is the backdrop of 
one my fondest - and worst - 
memories as a teen-ager. Bored 
on a summer afternoon, I decid¬ 
ed to take my new Schwinn 10- 
speed on a ride from my Canton 
Township home down the path 
to see how far it went 

As it turns out it went pretty 
far. It was late in the afternoon 


when I decided that my curfew 
wouldn’t allow me to fully satisfy 
my curiosity. I reluctantly turned 
around to make the long trip 
home when I heard a loud pop 
and a short hiss. My back tire 
had blown out and, jackass that I 
was, I didn’t have any type of tire 
repair kit with me. A laid-back 
afternoon of biking had taken a 
suddenly dire twist I was faced 
with the possibility of walking 
my bike back along the path. 

In those days, Schwinns came 
with metal petals that had short 
spikes on either side; they were 
designed to grip shoe bottoms, I 
guess, but they looked more like 
the teeth of a James Bond villain. 
They had frequent contact with 
my shins and calves and soon I 
was uttering words no teen-ager 
should. 

So then I figured I’d just prop 
it on my shoulder and carry it 
Well, Schwinns back then 
weighed more than Toyotas do 
today, so that didn’t work out 
well, either As the sun set, I real¬ 
ized that I faced the prospect of a 
long, grueling walk home, only to 
find myself grounded when I got 
there. And I’d probably get a 
beating for making my parents 
worry, to boot Great 


All that 
aside, 
though, I’ve 
always had a 
fondness for the path, and the 
concept of biking to places most 
people take cars to get to. Sure, 
I’m a lot busier now than I was 
when I was a kid but given the 
choice, I’d rather use pedal 
power than engine power. 

There are a lot of benefits to 
revitalizing the path, too. I doubt 
it will ever cause a decrease in 
the traffic along 1-275 or anything 
like that but it could provide a 
place for bikers to stretch their 
legs without worrying too much 
about vehicular traffic, another 
alternative for joggers, skaters 
and walkers, too. It connects to 
the paths on Hines Drive, too. 

The Northville Township 
Board of Trustees approved a 
resolution last week supporting 
the effort and why not? It doesn’t 
cost anything, and it will help 
bolster the pathway system 
they’ve been trying to put togeth¬ 
er for years. 

I look forward to seeing the 
path become a viable feature 
again. And next time, I’ll bring 
along a pump and some tire 
patches, just in case. 



Memory can always be improved 

ngggg gone! 


In the minds of many, a failing 
memory in our golden years is as 
inevitable as the need for a 
healthy stretch in the seventh 
inning of a baseball game. But 
memory loss is not an inevitable 
consequence of a long life. In fart, 
aging is only one of many factors 
that can weaken our ability to 
remember things; so can stress, 
depression, cardiovascular prob¬ 
lems and a wide range of other 
physical and emotional factors. 

However, no matter what our 
age, there are things each of us 
can do that can help boost our 
powers of recall. If forgetfulness 
seems to be increasing, the fol¬ 
lowing strategies may help. 

Consult your physician. 
Remember: Always get a profes¬ 
sional medical opinioa 


Stay fit Good nutrition, cardio¬ 
vascular health and regular exer¬ 
cise help the heart pump blood, 
nutrients and oxygen to the brain. 

Know your prescriptions. 
Keep an eye on your any reac¬ 
tions - and drug interactions - 
when taking new drugs or 
dosages. And check with your 
doctor. Tranquilizers, sleeping 
pills, antidepressants, some heart 
medications, and even some cold 
remedies, can affect your memo¬ 
ry. 

Get adequate rest. A sharp 
memory requires alertness. 

Seek new challenges. Learn a 
new language, or how to use a 
computer or simply read some¬ 
thing new and stimulating. 

Most of all, remember to take 
care of your health before it’s lon- 


Ernie 
Harwell, “the 
voice of the 
Detroit Tigers” for more than four 
decades, retired after 55 years 
behind a major league micro¬ 
phone. Today, at age 87, Ernie’s 
days are filled with serving as a 
health and fitness advocate for 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Michigan and Blue Care Network, 
public appearances, writing, trav¬ 
eling and taking long walks with 
“Miss Lulu,” his wife of more than 
60 years. 

His latest book, a collection of 
his baseball columns titled “Life 
After Baseball,” is available at 
local bookstores or by calling 1-800- 
245-5082. 
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LETTERS 


Resident blasts blight ordinance 

To the editor; 

After further open dialogue at the 
Romulus City Council meeting Jan. 24, 
2005,1 cannot in good conscience support 
the administration’s blight ordinance. 

Although the intent of the ordinance is 
to clean up the blight in the City of 
Romulus, which is long overdue and 
which I strongly support The ordinance, 
in my personal opinion, as explained by 
the attending attorney and the mayor, cre¬ 
ates a hearing tribunal, which could intim¬ 
idate and threaten the civil rights of the 
citizens of Romulus. This type of legisla¬ 
tion can only open the opportunity for 
future local governmental abuse 

The educational level of governmental 
operations for most residents is limited, 
and the lack of understanding governmen¬ 
tal law is even greater. A hearing tribunal 
potentially consisting of the mayor, the 
building director, and a uniformed ordi¬ 
nance director will create an intimidating 
and threatening situation for most resi¬ 


dents to confront 

I do not understand why city council 
would consider supporting an ordinance 
that jeopardizes the civil rights and allows 
the citizens to be placed in such a compro¬ 
mising and prejudiced situation of intimi- 
datioa 

Personally, I cannot accept the opinion 
of attorneys who have based their recom¬ 
mendation, to city council, on other com¬ 
munities’ actions. Neighboring communi¬ 
ties’ decisions not to adopt the Quality of 
Life House Bills is not a valid reason not 
to adopt these bills. 

Other communities do not have the 
same stigma, the uncontrolled blight, and 
the stagnation that has hindered the 
growth in this community. 

I encourage you NOT to support the 
present administration’s legislation that 
allows the opportunity to be selectively 
enforced, intimidating, and threatening to 
the civil rights of citizens. 

LeoKnasiak 

Romulus 

lknasmk@hotmaiL.com 
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know - they’ve been doing that for the past 
three years in an attempt to provide the 
same services for residents with less money. 
It’s the services and the staff they’re working 
to save. It also cuts off more upscale commu¬ 
nities like Northville Township, where it’s 
difficult to fin a low or moderate-income 


area, but where the funds can still be used 
to fund senior citizen programs. 

In fact, it’s silly to propose a change in a 
program that works so well and benefits so 
many communities in so many different 
ways. It’s why many municipalities and 
municipal lobbying groups have joined 
forces to fight the proposed change. 

We hope they’re successful. A change in 
the program would have dire consequences 
for communities already hurting for funds. 
A change like that just doesn’t add up. 


1954 PA 188 Proceedings 

Notice of Public Hearing on the Special Assessment Roll for 
Mission Pointe Subdivision Street Lighting 
Assessment District 

Charter Township of Van Buren 
Wayne County, Michigan 

TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE CHARTER TOWN¬ 
SHIP OF VAN BUREN, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN, OWNERS OF 
LAND WITHIN THE MISSION POINTE SUBDIVISION AND ANY 
OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Supervisor and Treasurer of the Township has 
reported to the Township Board and filed in the office of the Township Clerk for 
public examination a special assessment roll prepared by the Township covering all 
properties within the Special Assessment District for the Mission Pointe 
Subdivision Street Lighting Assessment District benefited by the street lighting pro¬ 
ject. Said assessment roll has been prepared for the purpose of assessing a portion of 
the costs of the construction of the street lighting and work incidental thereto with 
the aforesaid Mission Pointe Subdivision Street Lighting Assessment District as 
more particularly shown on the plans by the DTE Energy Company on file with the 
Township Clerk at 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, which assessment is in 
the total of $83.28/ year. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Treasurer has further reported 
that the assessment against each and every parcel of land within said District, 
will be equal and the same for each and every lot in the Special Assessment 
District for the Mission Pointe Subdivision Street Lighting District. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Township Board will meet at 7:30 
p.m. in the Van Buren Township Board Room, 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren 
Township, MI on March 1, 2005 for the purpose of reviewing said special assess¬ 
ment roll and hearing any objections thereto. Said roll may be examined at the office 
of the Township Clerk during regular business hours of regular business days until 
the time of said hearing and may further be examined at said hearing. Appearance 
and protest at the hearing held to confirm the special assessment roll is required in 
order to appeal the amount of the special assessment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal. 

An owner of party in interest, or his or her agent, may appear in person at the hearing 
to protest the special assessment, or shall be permitted to file his or her appearance or 
protest by letter and his or her personal appearance shall not be required. (The 
owner or any person having an interest in the real property who protests in person or 
in writing at the hearing may file a written appeal of the special assessment with the 
Michigan Tax Tribunal within 30 days after the confirmation of the special assess¬ 
ment roll.) 

*In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, accommodations can be 
made available with advance notice. 

Joannie D. Payne 
Township Clerk 

Publish: February 24, 2005 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that the Van Buren Township Planning Commission will hold 
a public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler, Van Buren Township, 

MI 48111, on Wednesday March 23, 2005 to consider the following: 

i: 

An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance 6-2-92 as amended of the Charter 
Township of Van Buren to amend the following: 

ARTICLE IV GENERAL PROVISIONS, SECTION 4.23 SIGNS. 

The proposed text amendments include but are not limited to the follow¬ 
ing revisions: Definitions, signs in the Office Technology (OT) zoning 
district, regulations for LED Reader Board signs, construction and main¬ 
tenance standards, and other types of commercial sign height and area. 

A complete text of the proposed amendment will be available for review at the 
Township Department of Developmental Services Office. Written comments will be 
accepted at the Department of Developmental Services until 5:00 p.m. on the hearing 
date. 

In spirit of compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, individuals with dis¬ 
ability should fee free to contact the Department of Developmental Services at least 
72 hours in advance of the meeting, if requesting accommodations. 

Publish: February 24, 2005 


BOARD OF REVIEW - CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF 

VAN BUREN 

FOR 2005 ASSESSMENTS 

NOTICE TO THE TAXPAYERS AND PROPERTY OWNERS 
OF VAN BUREN CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

The BOARD OF REVIEW of the Charter Township of Van Buren will meet at the 
Township Hall, 46425 Tyler Road, on the following dates: 

March 8, Tuesday 
10:00 a.m. to 12 noon 

March 14, Monday 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

March 15, Tuesday 

9:00 a.m. to 12 noon and 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

To review property assessments for 2005. Taxpayers/property owners may file an 
appeal of assessment(s) to the Board of Review in WRITING without personal 
appearance. Letters of appeal must be received on or before March 16, 2005. 

Those taxpayers wishing to appeal in person, please call the Township by March 
14. 2005 at 734.699.8946 to set an APPOINTMENT to meet with the Board of 
Review on any of the above dates. 

Joannie D. Payne, CMC 
Van Buren Charter Township 

Publish: February 24, 2005 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that the Van Buren Township Planning Commission will hold 
a public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler, Van Buren Township, 
MI 48111, on Wednesday March 23, 2005 to consider the following: 

An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance 6-2-92 as amended of the Charter 
Township of Van Buren to amend the following: 

ARTICLE IV GENERAL PROVISIONS, SECTION 4.14 ACCESSORY 
STRUCTURES AND USES. 

The proposed text amendments include but are not limited to the following revi¬ 
sions: 

Definitions, building setbacks, height roof pitch, and other types of accessory 
buildings and structures. 

A complete text of the proposed amendment will be available for review at the 
Township Department of Developmental Services Office. Written comments will be 
accepted at the Department of Developmental Services until 5:00 p.m. on the hearing 
date. 

In spirit of compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, individuals with dis¬ 
ability should fee free to contact the Department of Developmental Services at least 
72 hours in advance of the meeting, if requesting accommodations. 

Publish: February 24, 2005 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 15, 2005 

Supervisor King called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Room. Present: 
Supervisor King, Clerk Payne, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Hart, Trustee Herman, 
Trustee Jahr and Trustee Rochovviak. Absent and excused: None. Others in atten¬ 
dance: Planning and Economic Development Director Kelley, Public Safety Director 
Champagne, Recreation and Facilities Director Ross, Environmental Director 
Swallow, Water and Sewer Director Duha, Planning and Zoning Administrator 
Pugsley, Executive Assistant Ireland, Secretary Cline and an audience of sixteen (16). 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Payne moved, Budd seconded to approve the agenda as 
presented. Carried. 

PUBLIC HEARING: Budd moved. Hart seconded to open the public hearing to pre¬ 
sent and discuss possible projects for the fiscal year 2005 — 2006 Community 
Development Block Grant Program. Carried. 

Supervisor King opened the public hearing and went to Planning and Zoning 
Administrator Pugsley for an explanation. Administrator Pugsley stated this is the 
second of two public hearings regarding the Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) program. Administrator Pugsley stated the three national objectives for pro¬ 
jects are: to benefit low/moderate income persons, prevent or eliminate slum and/or 
blight and to meet urgent community needs. The total funding for the fiscal year 
2005-2006 is $177,000. The list of proposed projects to be funded are: $27,000 for 
American’s with Disabilities Act (handicapped swings); $22,800 for Public Services 
(camp programs for low/moderate income families); $51,800 for Senior Services 
(Senior Center Administrator and handicapped accessible van); $50,000 for Housing 
Rehabilitation (County wide program for low/moderate income families); $12,700 for 
Planning (Parks and Recreation Master Plan and Land Use Master Plan); and $12,700 
for Program Administration. Supervisor King stated this is the second public hearing 
and the legal advertisement for this public hearing listed the proposed projects and at 
the Work Study Session it was discussed to change under Public Services a line item 
for the Goodfellows Program to low/moderate income families. Also, these are some 
of the last Federal dollars that do come back to local communities. 

Board members made the following comments: The proposed project list will be 
approved by Wayne County as appropriate and Board approval would be needed 
again if any changes are necessary in allocations. 

An audience member inquired if the Goodfellows Group would receive money and an 
update on Habitat for Humanity location? Supervisor King stated Goodfellows helps 
low/moderate income families which would meet part of the guidelines from the 
Housing of Urban Development (HUD) to fund projects that benefit low/moderate 
income families. The township has not been notified of the location for the Habitat for 
Humanity project. 

There being no further discussion, a motion was made to close the public hearing. 

Herman moved. Hart seconded to close the public hearing. Carried. 

Hart moved. Payne seconded to open the public hearing to consider Special Use 
request from Frank Ziegler to construct and operate a recreational vehicle storage 
yard on a 4.47 acre parcel numbers VI25-83-003-99-0012-000 and VI25-83-003-99- 
0013-000, zoned M-l (Light Industrial) and located on the east side of Haggerty Road 
between Ecorse and Van Bom Roads. Carried. 

Supervisor King opened the public hearing and went to Planning and Zoning 
Administrator Pugsley for an explanation. Administrator Pugsley introduced repre¬ 
sentatives of the proposed development. Representatives stated they had read the 
review letters from McKenna and Associates, Wade-Trim and the Planning 
Commission Minutes and gave a brief presentation of the proposed project as follows: 
The site is comprised of 4.8 acres of land with 2.4 acres of pavement, 1.5 acres of 
open space and .5 acres of detention pond. This project is to be constructed in three 
phases with phase one being adjacent to Haggerty Road. This industrial zoned prop¬ 
erty has double frontage along Haggerty Road and 1-275. The following are to con¬ 
form with the Corridor’s Plan requirements: an offset entrance on Haggerty Road, to 
increase curb appeal; substantial landscaping along the 1-275 corridor; decorative 
fencing at entrance on Haggerty Road; decorative fencing with a sequence of land¬ 
scaping at 1-275 side; increase in landscaping on the south side; installation of all 
southern landscaping with phase one of the project; and guarantee to complete the 
northern landscaping within two years from the beginning of construction. 

Board members made the following comments and questions: Will the fence sur¬ 
rounding the entire development be built during phase one? The developer stated 
there will be a fence around the entire site with decorative fencing on the 1-275 and 
Haggerty Road sides. The south side will be completed in phase one with increased 
height of landscaping due to the concern of an adjacent resident to better conceal the 
site. The lighting within the site is down lighting and is motion detected. The hours 
of operation are 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. in the summer and 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. in the winter and 
will be noted on the site plan. The facility is only for recreational vehicles. What 
does the applicant believe is timely replacement of dead trees? Replacement should 
take place within the same year. There is a need for recreational storage in the town¬ 
ship. The applicant stated they have met with township stall' and consultants five 
times before they went before the Planning Commission and have met every request 
that was made. Director Champagne inquired about the size of the lanes and raised 
public safety emergency issues. The representative stated the lanes are 25 foot wide 
and emergency vehicles could use both lanes regardless of lane direction. Supervisor 
King stated as part of the site plan review the Fire Department would sign oil on the 
project. Director Kelley clarified this request is for a special land use approval and 
would go before the Planning Commission for final site plan approval where these 
issues could be addressed. 

An audience member commented on his hope this would look decent from 1-275. A 
representative stated this had been addressed with decorative fencing and three layers 
of landscaping. A board member stated this would be an improvement to the current 
condition of the site. 


There being no further discussion, a motion was made to close the public hearing. 

Hart moved, Jahr seconded to close the public hearing. Carried. 

Budd moved, Herman seconded to open the public hearing to consider Special Use 
request to construct and operate a second drive-thru window at the existing CVS 
Pharmacy located at the northeast comer of Belleville Road and the North Service 
Drive encompassing a portion of parcel number VI25-83-059-01-0011-002. Carried. 

Supervisor King opened the public hearing and went to Planning and Zoning 
Administrator Pugsley for an explanation. Administrator Pugsley stated the Planning 
Commission held a public hearing and is recommending this special use approval 
request for a second drive-thru window to be served by a pneumatic tube, similar to 
what is used at drive-thru banks. Supervisor King stated the Planning Commission 
Minutes reflect several residents who were in favor of a second drive-thru window to 
prevent the stacking of vehicles. Trustee Herman stated there were two conditions 
before a final site plan approval recommendation by the Planning Commission as fol¬ 
lows: 1) The timing of the reader board sign to be greater than a ten second interval 
and to be noted on the site plan. 2) To extend a handicap parking by adding one for a 
van. Further he stated there were no objections from the audience during the 
Planning Commission’s public hearing. Supervisor King stated Van Buren 
Township’s CVS Pharmacy is one of the top 50 producing stores nationally. Trustee 
Herman inquired if the noise levels are within the required levels? Administrator 
Pugsley stated the dB readings are within the requirements of the ordinance. 

There were no comments or questions from the audience. 

There being no further discussion, a motion w'as made to close the public hearing. 

Payne moved, Budd seconded to close the public hearing. Carried. 

Jahr moved. Hart seconded to open the public hearing to receive public comment on 
the Special Land Use request by Group Ten Management to develop and construct a 
Planned Residential Development (PRD) on approximately 41 acres of land presently 
known as Pine Creek Golf Course, 50521 West Huron River Drive, parcel number 
VI25-83-118-99-0007-712. Carried. 

Supervisor King opened the public hearing stating there will only be the public hear¬ 
ing portion and no action will be taken on this item tonight. Supervisor King went to 
Director Kelley for an explanation. Director Kelley introduced a representative of the 
development who gave a brief presentation of the proposed project as follows: 
Currently Pine Creek Golf Course is a 41 acre parcel zoned Rl-A and under conven¬ 
tional zoning would allow for 66 single family home sites while the PRD would allow 
for 85 sites the proposed development is for 72 sites. Some unique features of the site 
plan are as follows: preserves 78 percent of trees including several substantial tree 
stands; preserves the natural water feature; pedestrian path system; and an open park 
area. At the Planning Commission Meeting most of the comments were regarding 
traffic issues. The representative has meet with Wayne County for assistance in the 
traffic issue. A traffic study was done on West Huron River Drive by the county and 
the results were 85 percent of the drivers speed and due to state law would not allow 
for a reduction in the speed limit. Further, a collaborated traffic study with the town¬ 
ship’s traffic consultant and the developers came up with a left turn lane. Wayne 
County will not accept this traffic solution. Lastly the developer has been working 
with the county for approximately seven months trying to create a plan to improve the 
traffic issue on West Huron River Drive. 

Supervisor King stated it does take a great deal of time to go through the site plan 
process. Director Kelley stated traffic is an issue and the plan includes a connection 
to Bog Road and only to be used for fire and police emergencies. This is a variation 
on the ordinance after comments made during Planning Commission public hearings 
in regard to the potential impact to the character of the area. Director Kelley contin¬ 
ued stating this development meets the PRD’s six requirements to be eligible to be 
considered by the township as follows: 1) Concept. To preserve most of the existing 
trees and wetlands. 2) Benefit. High quality of housing design and value with site 
amenities such as pedestrian ways, pavilion/gazebo and the protection of almost 80 
percent of the existing trees as well as new landscaping features. 3) Size. The ordi¬ 
nance requires at least 15 acres this site has 41 acres. 4) Public services. The 
Township engineer confirmed that there are adequate available public services. 5) 
Master plan. The proposed development does not conflict with the Township Master 
Plan. 6) Economic impact. The proposed development will serve the housing needs 
of the Township. The significant attributes of this PRD are as follows: The project 
preserves substantial tree rows and tree stands, landmark trees and wetlands; 34 per¬ 
cent of the total site area will be maintained as common area with amenities including 
park areas, paved walking paths and a gazebo; similar to developments in the area, 
with a 10’ wide asphalt bicycle/walking path throughout the site and along West 
Huron River Drive per the Township’s Greenway Master Plan; the residential 
dwellings are all detached; approximately 80 trees will be planted within the West 
Huron River Drive view shed; the existing water body will be enhanced; the county 
drain on the western edge of the site will be maintained; amenities will be constructed 
to encourage pedestrian use; the underlying density would allow 66 homes, 85 units 
could be developed if the PRD density' bonus was maximized, and the development 
proposes 72 units or a 9.1 percent increase in density. Supervisor King stated there 
has been significant input from residents and agrees the traffic condition on West 
Huron River Drive is a key topic. 

Board members made the following comments and questions: The original concept 
plan was for multiple family use. These homes will be different than any other in the 
township in how the lots are laid out. The PRD is a contract between township and 
the developer and the agreement permanently preserving the open space clause. The 
PRD is a sound planning tool to allow a developer to utilize the property in a way that 
is beneficial to the perspective residents and the community as a whole by preserving 
open space with a bonus offered in density up to 30 percent. Concerns were voiced 
regarding density increases especially on West Huron River Drive, however; there are 
advantages of using a PRD on this site noting only an increased density of six houses. 
Director Kelley explained this PRD is a true Condominium where the Association 
maintains all of the outside amenities such as mowing grass and snow removal. 

Director Kelley stated if the Board acts favorably on the PRD special use at a future 

Continued on page 8 
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Board meeting the next step would be the PRD agreement would go back to the 
Planning Commission for further details and revision with a recommendation to the 
Board to either approve or deny the PRD agreement; and if the Board acts favorable 
on the PRD agreement it would go back to the Planning Commission for final site 
plan approval. Director Kelley reviewed the Planning Commission recommendations 
on the traffic issues as follows: There were two public hearings held at the Planning 
Commission with much public input on traffic on West Huron River Drive and the 
impact of character on Bog Road. The recommendation was for the Bog Road con¬ 
nection to be barricaded and only used for emergencies. On West Huron River Dnve 
an advisory speed sign of 35 M.P.H. and a sign with flashing lights to make drivers 
aware of the entrance to the subdivision. What would prevent the homeowner’s at a 
later date to change this from a PRD to regular subdivision? Director Kelley stated 
the jurisdiction the township has in the PRD are those that pertain to the zoning ordi¬ 
nance and the collection of monies. The condominium law is a democratic body and 
allows for amendments and changes in its by-laws. All of the dimensional require¬ 
ments for setbacks for houses will stay as they are proposed on the application and in 
the PRD agreement. Do we meet the ordinance requirements by making the connec¬ 
tion to Bog Road? Director Kelley stated yes. Do we meet the ordinance require¬ 
ment if there is the connection with a gate at Bog Road? Director Kelley stated it 
would be a modification from the ordinance which the township has the right to grant 
Several Board members made comments on having the Bog Road connection made 
due to the traffic concerns on West Huron River Drive and are requesting feedback 
from residents. The representative of the development stated that Wayne County 
believes the traffic issue is a law enforcement issue because of the speeding. The rep¬ 
resentative does not believe that is the answer to the problem and has a plan that 
includes a connection to Bog Road. 

A resident stated the Bog Road connection should be made for safety reasons. 

Additional board member comments were as follows. There are other new develop¬ 
ments that have increased the traffic on West Huron River Drive. The scope of the 
traffic issue is bigger than just West Huron River Drive. Township staff and Wayne 
County are looking at road improvements at the intersection of Rawsonville Road and 
Bog Road, Bog Road, Hoeft Road and Elwell Road. Supervisor King reiterated this 
public hearing was to present this project with no action to be taken by the board 
tonight and there is additional time for study and deliberation on this matter. 

There being no further discussion, a motion was made to close the public hearing. 

Hart moved, Payne seconded to close the public hearing. Carried. 

Payne moved, Herman seconded to open the public hearing to consider establishing a 
Street Lighting Special Assessment District to install street lights in the Mission 
Pointe Subdivision. Carried. 

Supervisor King opened the public hearing and went to Director Kelley for an expla¬ 
nation. Director Kelley stated this is a program DTE Energy Company provides that 
is used to install and maintain street lighting. This is the first of two actions by the 
Board of Trustees to establish a Special Assessment District for installing and main¬ 
taining overhead street lighting in the Mission Pointe Development This is an option 
available to developments in the township where DTE Energy will install and main¬ 
tain overhead street lighting and the homeowners are billed annually. This public 
hearing is to approve the Special Assessment District area and a second public hear¬ 
ing will be held upon approval of the SAD to approve spreading the special assess¬ 
ment to the tax roll. The Township uses the special assessment process to provide a 
method to collect payment for street lighting via the property tax bill. The initial cap¬ 
ital outlay will be $40,665.53 to be paid by the developer. The initial annual cost of 
$12,991.80 is to be spread among the 156 homes with an annual cost of $82.75 per lot 
to be paid by the homeowners. 

A resident of Mission Pointe inquired about the details of the street light plan. 
Supervisor King stated the township has the map showing where the forty-seven (47) 
100 Watt High-Pressure Sodium Vapor Underground Ornamental Street Lights are to 
be installed. Director Kelley stated detailed information regarding the SAD will be 
mailed to residents within the district notifying them of a public hearing on the 
spreading of the special assessment roll if this SAD is approved by the board tonight. 
The zoning ordinance requires (as part of the site plan) street lights to be installed in 
subdivisions. 

There being no further discussion, a motion was made to close the public hearing. 

Budd moved, Payne seconded to close the public hearing. Carried. 

MINUTES: Rochowiak moved, Jahr seconded to approve the Work Study Session 
Minutes of January 31, 2005 as presented. Carried. 

Herman moved, Budd seconded to approve the Regular Board Meeting Minutes of 
February 1, 2005 as presented. Carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE: Supervisor King read the State of the Township into the 
record. 

Supervisor King called for a ten minute recess at 9:35 p.m. Meeting reconvened at 
10:35 p.m. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Herman moved, Jahr seconded to approve the second 
reading for adoption of Ordinance 02-01-05 to amend the Township Zoning Map, a 
part of Ordinance, 6-2-92, as amended to rezone parcels of land VI25-83-059-01- 
0020-000, VI25-83-059-01-0021-000, VI25-83-059-01-0022-000 and V125-83-059- 
0023-000 from R-1B Single Family Residential to C-l General Business, per the facts 
and findings of the Planning Commission and the recommendation of the Township 
Planning Consultant in their letter dated December 3, 2004, specifically noting that: 
the proposed C-l zoning is consistent with the Master Plan; the proposed C-l zoning 
would permit uses compatible with existing land uses to the west and south; and 
rezoning the parcels would not create unplanned or spot zoned parcels of land, and 
the request is consistent with the Township’s Master Plan. Roll Call Vote: Yeas: Hart, 
Rochowiak, Payne, Jahr, Budd, Herman and King. Nays: None. Absent: None! 
Carried. 


*(A copy of the Ordinance 02-01-05 follows the minutes. Copies may also be 
obtained in the Clerk’s Office, Township Hall, 46425 Tyler Road during normal busi¬ 
ness hours.) 

NEW BUSINESS: Jahr moved, Budd seconded to approve the proposed projects for 
Community Development Block Grant funding for the fiscal year 2005 - 2006 in the 
proposed amount of $177,000. Carried. 

Hart moved, Rochowiak seconded to approve the Special Use request by Frank 
Ziegler to operate an open air - outdoor storage facility for recreational vehicles, 
boats and campers with a manager’s office/residence building on-site on 4.47 acres 
parcels VI25-83-003-99-0012-000 and VI25-83-003-99-0013-000 on Haggerty Road 
subject to: 1) McKenna’s Special Land Use review' letter dated December 2, 2004. 2) 
Wade-Trim’s review letter dated November 30, 2004. 3) All landscaping height infor¬ 
mation to be presented by staff to the Planning Commission prior to final site plan 
approval. Carried. 

Jahr moved, Herman seconded to approve the Special Use Approval to construct a 
second drive-thru window at the CVS Pharmacy located at 10915 Belleville Road 
subject to the two (2) conditions identified in McKenna Associates review letter dated 
January 6, 2005 and that the timing of the change of the reader sign be greater than a 
ten second interval and noted on the final site plan. Carried. 

Rochowiak moved, Herman seconded to adopt Resolution 2005-05 approving Wade- 
Trim Billing Rate Schedule Number 2005A, as an amendment to the existing contract 
for general engineering service with equipment billed separately, and also establishes 
billing rates chaiged for private developments, effective January 1,2005. Carried. 

Payne moved, Budd seconded to adopt Resolution 2005-06 the Purchasing Policy 
with a change under “Credit Cards” the last sentence to read “Credit card privileges 
are subject to revocation at anytime”. Carried. 

j; 

Jahr moved. Hart seconded to adopt Resolution 2005-07 to establish a Special 
Assessment District (SAD) for the purpose of installing and maintaining streetlights 
in the Mission Pointe Subdivision. Carried. 

Rochowiak moved, Jahr seconded to adopt Resolution 2005-08 the grant application 
for new optical scan voting system and related Election Management System (EMS) 
software. Carried. 

Payne moved, Budd seconded to approve the reappointment of James Beck and the 
appointments of Dorothy King and Vera Ireland to the September Days Senior 
Citizens Endowment Committee with terms to expire January 15, 2007. Carried. 

Payne moved. Hart seconded to approve the appointment of G Frank Bellomo from 
alternate to regular member with term to expire February 28, 2007, the reappointment 
of George Craven to fill the alternate position with term to expire February 28, 2006 
and the appointment of Robert Coppock to the Construction Code Appeals Board 
with term to expire February 28, 2008. Carried. 

Budd moved, Herman seconded to approve the reappointments of Kurt Atchinson, 

Joe Ferris and Sophie Zoller to the Downtown Development Authority with terms to 
expire March 3, 2009. Carried. 

Jahr moved. Hart seconded to approve the reappointments of Karren Glass, Robert 
McKenna and alternate Tom Kryza to the Board of Zoning Appeals with terms to 
expire December 1, 2007. Carried. 

Payne moved, Budd seconded to approve the appointment of Lynette Jordan to the 
Board of Review with term to expire December 31, 2006. Carried. 

Payne moved. Hart seconded to approve the reappointments of Joy Ann Ferris, Ken 
Askew, Beverly Jenkins, Loretta Speaks, Keith Johnston and Bob Thome to the 
Recreation Committee and continue the appointment of Ken Askew' to the Open 
Space Committee as the Recreation Committee Representative with terms to expire 
on February 28, 2006. Carried. 

Hart moved, Rochowiak seconded to approve the amended Library 2004-2005 
Budget by using Fund Balance to cover the cost of the consultant. Carried. 

Budd moved. Hart seconded to approve designating the Supervisor and/or Clerk as 
the authorized officials to sign permits for the Department of Transportation and to 
adopt Resolution 2005-09 the Performance Resolution. Carried. 

Hart moved, Payne seconded to approve the Wade-Trim proposal to update and cor¬ 
rect the Geographic Information System (GIS) Parcel Base Map in an amount not to 
exceed $77,000 and to authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to execute the agreement 
Carried. 

Rochowiak moved, Payne seconded to authorize the Water and Sewer Director to 
negotiate the scope of w ork, and to approve a contract with Wade-Trim to perform the 
Rouge River National Wet Weather Demonstration Project, Round Vl-Part “A” Grant 
Program for Control of Combined and Sanitary Sew'er Overflows Grant Agreement 
for the Wet Weather Sanitary Flow Metering and Analysis (RVIA-04) on a time-and 
materials basis, using Rate Schedule 2005A, in amount not to exceed $150,100. 
Carried. 

■ 

i 

VOUCHER LIST: Budd moved. Hart seconded to approve the February 15, 2005 
voucher list as presented. Carried. 

REPORTS: None. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Supervisor King reviewed the results of January questions 
regarding the Public Safety Department posted on the township's website www.van- 
buren-mi.org. 

Township Administrative offices will be closed on Monday, February' 21st in obser¬ 
vance of Presidents’ Day. 


Continued on page 13 
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2005 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS GS 


Purchase or lease a new 
2005 Grand Marquis and receive 
a $1,000 American Express® 

Gift Card you can use for gas!* 


Si,000 worth of gas* 


Roomiest interior in the 
full-size class** 


Only standard V-8 in its class** 


Five-star safety 
rating in all five 
categories.*** 


Just Announced Gas Up & Go! 

It's like money in the tank 



MERCURY I NEW DOORS OPENED 


RED CARPET LEASE FOR RETURNING FORD EMPLOYEES, RETIREES 
& ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS; PREPAY A TWO-YEAR LEASE FOR 

$c o/ 7 1 si nnn 

WmimM M AFTER S5,500CASH BACK D| 1 |C ^ | | ■■ ■■ 

tjjy -W INCLUDING 5500 RENEWAL CASH+ rLUO || IN GAS! 

SECURITY DEPOSIT NOT REQUIRED. INCLUDES ACQUISITION FEE. ' 

EXCLUDES TAX, TITLE AND LICENSE FEES 


SEE YOUR METRO DETROIT LINCOLN MERCURY DEALER. 


ANN ARBOR 

Sesi 

3990 Jackson Rd 

Between Wagner and Zeeb 

(734) 668-6100 
sesimotors.com 

CLINTON TOWNSHIP 

Stu Evans Lakeside 

17500 Hall Rd. 

at Romeo Plank 

(586) 840-2000 
stuevanslakeside.com 

DEARBORN 

Jack Demmer 

21531 Michigan Ave. 

Between Southfield & Telegraph 

(313) 274-8800 
demmerlm.com 

DETROIT 

Bob Maxey 

16901 Mack Ave. 

at Cadieux 

(313) 885-4000 

bobmaxeylm.com 

DETROIT 

Park Motor 

18100 Woodward Ave. 

Opposite Palmer Park 

(800)585-4564 
parkmotorslm.com 

GARDEN CITY 

Stu Evans Garden City 

32000 Ford Rd. 

Just West of Merriman 

(734) 425-4300 

stuevansgardencity.com 

NOVI 

Varsity 

49251 Grand River 

1-96 at Wixom Rd. (Exit 159) 
Two Exits W. of 12 Oaks Mall 

(248)305-5300 
varsitylm.com 

PLYMOUTH 

Hines Park ' 

40601 Ann Arbor Rd. 

at 1-275 

(734)453-2424 
hinesparklm.com 

ROCHESTER HILLS 

Crissman 

1185 South Rochester Rd. 

Between Hamlin & Avon Rd. 

(248) 652-4200 
crissmanlm.com 

SOUTHFIELD 

Star 

24350 W. 12 Mile Rd. 

at Telegraph 

(248)354-4900 
starlm.com 

SOUTHGATE 

Southgate 

16800 Fort Street 

at Pennsylvania 

(734) 285-8800 
southgatelincolnmercury.com 

STERLING HEIGHTS 

Crest 

36200 Van Dyke 

at 15 Vz Mile Rd. 

(586)939-6000 
crestlincmerc.com 

TROY 

Bob Borst 

1950 West Maple 

Troy Motor Mali 

(248) 643-6600 
borstlm.com 

YPSILANTI 

Sesi 

950 East Michigan 

9 Miles West of 1-275 

(734) 482-7133 
sesimotors.com 


For latest A/D/Z offers, visit LMAPlan.com 


| LINCOLN 


fgggggff 

As shown: 2005 Grand Marquis LS Premium, MSRP $30,345. *Purchase or lease any new 2005 Mercury Grand Marquis and receive a $1,000 American Express Gift Card. Gift Card is accepted virtually anywhere American 
Express Card is welcome. Allow 4-6 weeks from end of program for delivery. All restrictions including expiration date apply. Offer valid in Detroit region only. Offer expires 2/28/2005. See dealer for details. **Standard 
six-passenger Large Car class. ***When equipped with side airbags. Government's driver and passenger front; side, front and rear-crast test; and Rollover Resistance rating. t Call 1-888-56-LEASE for details. Your 
payment may vary. Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 2/28/2005. Residency restrictions apply. See dealer for details. 
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Belleville eases by Willow Run, 
readies for Romulus rematch 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


As the basketball season winds 
down, the Belleville Tigers don’t 
show any signs of wearing down. 

They stacked up two more 
convincing victories last week to 
give them a six-game win streak 
since their loss to Romulus at the 
end of January. 

On FViday night, they trounced 
Ypsilanti Willow Run, 90-72. 

Belleville had five players 
reach double figures. Junior for¬ 
ward Leon Freeman led the 
assault with 21 points, 10 
rebounds and four assists. Senior 
guard Josh Samarco added 20 
points and four assists, while 
senior guard Anre Partee and 
junior forward Tommie Clark 
each added 12. Partee also had 
eight assists and Clark nabbed six 
rebounds. Carlos Clark hit for 10. 

Samarco put the Tigers on the 
board first with a triple in the 
opening seconds, but Willow 
Run’s Devaughn Marks answered 
with his own three-pointer to 


knot things up. Freeman scored 
on an alley-oop to regain the lead. 
Ypsi’s Nate Brown scored on a 
put back, which gave the Flyers 
their first and only lead of the 
game, 6-5, at the halfway mark of 
the first quarter. Belleville 

- 55 - 

We played a good 
second quarter, after the 
first four minutes. We 
played solid defense and 
solid offense the first half. 

Belleville Coach 
Mike Krogel 


regained the lead, punctuated by 
Tommie Clark’s slam dunk. 

From there, Belleville 
outscored Willow Run, 16-7, for a 
21-13 lead. 

Belleville started the second 
frame with a 12-0 run that gave 
them a commanding lead, 33-13. 


Jarred Williams ended the run 
with a double, but Belleville 
stayed on track and finished the 
half with a 44-23 advantage. 

Willow Run found their 
offense in the second half, where 
they scored 49 of their points - 24 
in the third and 25 in the fourth. 
TJ. Thomson and Brown led the 
surge with 11 points each for the 
Flyers, but they couldn’t sur¬ 
mount the first-half deficit 

The Tigers scored 22 and 24 
points in the third and fourth 
quarters, respectively. The 90 
points was a season high for the 
Tigers. 

“We played a good second 
quarter, after the first four min¬ 
utes,” said Belleville Coach Mike 
Krogel. “We played solid defense 
and solid offense in the first half 
“We scored a lot in the second 
half but we allowed them a lot of 
points; some call it a run and 
shoot game - I call it a dog and 
pony show,” he added. “Willow 
Run had a lot of second chances. 

See Tigers, page 12 



Belleville’s Mike Gibson (44) makes a lay-up in the Tigers’ 90-72 
thumping of the Willow run Flyers on Friday night. Willow Run’s 
Jarred Williams (25) defends. 


a 


, 



Vikings 
split week 

It came down to the last 
second, but Dearborn 
Heights Robichaud 
pulled out a one-point 
victory in the final sec¬ 
onds against the Inkster 
Vikings on Friday night. 
Robichaud junior Venzel 
Russell hit a lay-up with 
1.2 seconds left in regu¬ 
lation to defeat Inkster, 
69-68. Aaron Crump led 
the Bulldogs with 24 
while Russell finished 
with 19. J.J. Snelling led 
Inkster with 18 and 
Antonio Green added 
14. 

The Vikings overcame 
Highland Park last 
Tuesday for a 46-42 vic¬ 
tory. Freshman guard 
Alphonso Lewis led the 
efforts with 11 points. 
Inkster (9-9) will host 
Woodhaven (7-11) at 7 
p.m. tomorrow night. 


Canton Chief grapplers win first district title 


Canton topples Wayne 
in conference semi-final 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


All season the Canton Chiefs 
varsity wrestling team have sur¬ 
passed expectations and set new 
records. 

They did it again. 

Last Wednesday the Chiefs did 
something never done before by a 
Canton wrestling team: they won 
the team district competition for 
the first time in the school’s 33 
years of existence. They beat 


Salem 41-22 to reach the mile¬ 
stone. 

Last month they set a new 
school record for most wins in a 
single season with a victory 
against neighboring rivals 
Plymouth. 

In order to face the Salem 
Rocks they first had to get by 
Livonia Churchill, ranked sixth in 
the state. 

Canton lead 34-22 with one 
match to go, but Canton Coach 
Casey Randolph forfeited the 152- 


pound match in order to save 
wrestler Marwan Faraj for the 
next match against Salem. Canton 
still won the match-up 34-28. 

The strategy worked for 
Canton. Faraj went on to defeat 
Val Guy, 9-5, which helped secure 
the district title. 

Against Churchil, Canton 
received a huge win from Alex 
Amberg at the 160-pound weight 
class, where he defeated John 

See Wrestling, page 12 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


The Canton Chiefs continue to 
impress on the hardwood. 

They made their way into the 
Western Lakes conference tour¬ 
nament championship game 
against Walled Lake Central. 
They did so with a giant, 63-53, 
victory against Walled Lake 
Western on 
Tuesday and a 
huge, 65-49, 
upset at Wayne 
on FHday night 

“We’re feel¬ 
ing pretty confi¬ 
dent right now,” 
said Canton 
Coach Charlie 
Paye. 

They should, 
because their winning-streak 
increased to seven straight 
games. 

Canton lost to Wayne earlier in 
the season in part due to Gene 
Nix, who thrashed them for 20 
points. However, that wasn’t the 
case this time. 

Nix scored eight of his 10 in 
the first quarter but Canton tight¬ 
ened up the defense and held 
him to just two the rest of the way. 
Senior center Kevin Thornton 
was the difference in the game, 
according to Paye. 

“I told Thornton ‘you have to 
play Nix even,’ and he did,” he 
said. “He controlled Nix after the 
first (Danny) Walsh still got his 18, 
but he had to work hard for it 


The kids just came out and 
played a solid four-quarter game, 
which they’ve been doing lately.” 

Senior guards David Calille, 
Andy Cortellini and Jason 
Houdek scored 19, 17 and 10 
respectively. 

“When those three guards 
start scoring it really opens things 
up for us,” Paye said. Canton has 
also been handling the ball better 
and only turned 
the ball over ■ 
eight times in 
the game. 

The first 
quarter was a 
close one but 
Canton pulled 
ahead, 17-15. 
Once they con¬ 
trolled Nix and 
the rest of the 
offense, Canton extended their 
lead to 28-25 at the half They con- 
tinued their solid play in the 
third, where they outscored the 
Zebras 17-10 for a 35-25 lead. 
Canton then had their best offen¬ 
sive quarter with 20 points, which 
put the game away, 6549. 

“This was probably our best 
win of the season,” Paye said. 

The Chiefs also played four 
solid quarters against Walled 
Lake Western last Tuesday in 
Walled Lake. They walked away 
with a 10-point victory, 63-53. 

Again the trio of guards - 
Calille, Houdek and Cortellini - 
lead the team with 19, 12 and 11 

See Chiefs, page 12 
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This was probably our 
best win of the season. 

Canton Coach 
Charlie Paye 
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Mustangs basketball finds rhythm, beats Western 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 

With the district tournament 
creeping up, the Northville 
Mustangs basketball team is still 
trying to find their groove. 

They split their games in the 
Western Lakes conference tour¬ 
nament last week, but showed 
flashes of brilliance as they 
ready to host the district tourna¬ 
ment next week. 

On Friday, they pulled out a 
57-50 victory against the Walled 
Lake Western Warriors. 

Western was tremendous from 
the perimeter, hitting 13 triples - 
five of them in the fourth. 

“They were hitting a ton of 
threes,” said Northville Coach 
Darrel Schumacher. “It’s not like 


we didn’t defend against them. 
They just stepped back further 
and kept hitting them.” 

Western’s Russ Young hit four 
of the five in the fourth to lead 
his team with 15. 

Northville managed six 
triples in the victory. Junior 
Chris Lorente hit for three of 
them. 

In the first quarter senior J.D. 
Gerblick got things going for 
Northville. He hit six of his team¬ 
leading 16 in the quarter 

“He really got us going,” 
Schumacher said. “He was really 
hustling out there, scoring and 
getting rebounds. It was probably 
the first time we out-rebounded 
a team this seasoa” 

Northville took a 16-9 lead 
after the first period of play. 


Lorente got things going in the 
second with a couple of three- 
pointers. He ended the night 
with 14 points. Western kept pace 
with Northville and matched 
their 16 points in the second 
frame. The Mustangs clung to a 
32-25 halftime advantage, 
though. 

Things were slow moving on 
both sides in the third. Northville 
only put up 10 points to Western’s 
five for a 42-30 game. 

It was the fourth quarter 
where Young and the rest of the 
Warriors were dropping threes 
in the bucket They outseored the 
'Stangs 20-15 in the final session 
but the early lead was enough for 
Northville to corral the victory, 
57-50. 

“I’m proud of the way the kids 


are playing,” Schumacher said. 
“It’s exactly the way they should 
be.” 

Sophomore Alvin Storrs 
added 12 in the win. 

In the first round of the con¬ 
ference tournament, Northville 
kept it close against the regular- 
season conference champions, 
the Wayne Memorial Zebras. 

Seniors Danny Walsh, Gene 
Nix combined for 27 points, 15 
and 12 respectively, and sopho¬ 
more Rodrick Walker also added 
12 for Wayne to pull out a 53-49 
victory. 

“The kids hung in there no 
matter what was dealt to them,” 
Schumacher said. “It was a good 
high school game; both teams 
played hard.” 

Fouls hurt the 'Stangs, espe¬ 


cially down the stretch, which 
allowed the Zebras to catch up, 
Schumacher said. All in all, they 
racked up 24 fouls in the game. 

Northville led through most of 
the game but, with about 4:00 
remaining, Wayne started to 
make their shots from the line. 
And with 1:30 left to play they 
took the lead for good, 
Schumacher said. 

Gerblick led the team with 19 
while Jameson and Storrs each 
added nine. 

The tournament finished up 
this week. Now the Mustangs 
need to prepare for the district 
tournament next week. They will 
have a tall order to fill when they 
face Canton in the first round. 
The game is set for 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday in Northville. 


Canton hockey knots cross-campus rivals, Salem, Plymouth 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


The Canton Chiefs battled to 
two ties on the ice last week - 
both against cross-campus rivals 
Salem and Plymouth. 

On Saturday they couldn’t 
hold on to an early one-goal lead 
as they tied the Wildcats, 2-2. 
Canton may have out shot 
Plymouth 37-14, but all that mat¬ 
tered was what ended up on the 
other side of the goal line. 

Canton’s scoring leader and 
co-captain Reece McCabe lit up 
the scoreboard first for the 1-0 


lead. Senior defenseman Mike 
Kondratec and senior forward 
Paul Stevens assisted on the play. 
It was McCabe’s 28th goal of the 
season 

Late in the period Plymouth’s 
junior forward, John Knoerl, 
from junior forward Mike Barile 
and Jason O’Guinn, knotted 
things up, 1-1. 

Plymouth took the lead when 
sophomore forward Nick 
Rosochacki put one past Canton’s 
goalie, Jon Bonham, in the sec¬ 
ond session Sophomore defense- 
man Mike Manner, along with 
junior forward and captain Ryan 


Stamm, notched the assists. 

Kondratec, from senior 
defenseman Pat Davison, evened 
things up at 2 when he knocked a 
power-play goal by Plymouth’s 
sophomore goalie Justin Desilets 
at the bottom of the second. 

The third period remained 
scoreless and the teams walked 
away knotted, 2-2. 

Canton couldn’t hang on to 
their one-goal lead against Salem 
earlier in the week, either 

Salem’s goal with less than a 
second left in the contest, tied the 
game up, 3-3. 

Kondratec gave the Chiefs the 


early lead with a score in the first 
period, but Salem came back 
with two goals in the second to 
make it a 2-1 game. 

Canton regained control when 
they scored two goals in the third. 
Senior Forward Bryan Wioncek 
put the equalizer past Salem 
goalie Brandon DeMars. Garett 
Hyman and McCabe earned 
assists. Hyman, from junior for¬ 
ward Kevin Tollison and 
Kondratec, put the Chiefs up, 3-2. 

Then, with time winding 
down, Salem Coach Fred Feiler 
pulled his goalie for an extra 
shooter and it paid off as Adam 


Gillikin knocked a shot past 
Canton’s goalie Tony Hylko to 
even things up, 3-3, according to 
Behea 

“Salem played real hard 
despite a disappointing season,” 
Behen said. “We helped them out 
by going to the box a lot 

“I think the only problems we 
have are when we go to the box a 
lot,” he added. “Unfortunately, 
it’s some of our best players tak¬ 
ing unnecessary penalties.” 

Canton will host a crossover 
game against Stevenson at 8:00 
p.m. tomorrow at the Arctic Edge 
arena in Canton Township. 



Due To The incredible Success Of Our 

Two For One Sale 

we Have Extended It Through February! 


DlckS 






Right Now Through Feb. 28th 
BUY ANY NEW SEDONA at Dick SCOtt And 
You Get An ‘OS Rio For Free* 



ask how. 


Valid to original owner. Maximum of 8 tires over 6 
years. (2 sets of tires). Certain conditions apply. 
See dealer for details. 


<3E> OPEN EVERY SATURDAY! 



Toll Free 
1-8B0-909-4144 

41840 MICHIGAN AVE., CANTON 
www.DickScottOnline.com 


Home of the fO Vear/ 10,000 Mile Warranty 
Mon. & Thurs. 9-9; Tues., Wed., Fri. 9-6; Sat. 10-3 
MAKE EVERY MILE COUNT 




•Customer responsible for tax, title, license & doc. This program includes Dick Scott KIA loyalty rebate. All previous deals excluded. Customers who choose to 
finance subject to credit approval. Pictures may not represent actual vehicles. Must take delivery from dealer's stock. 






WE’RE OUT TO BREAK A RECORD, nRiVETO A 


SO YOU GET TO SAVE. 


MILLION 


1 000000 




LEASE FOR 

** 


2005 

ALTIMA 


$1695 Due at Delivery 


2 Or More At This Price 


LEASE FOR 


2005 Ms 

QUEST J* 


/ mo. 

36 mos. 

fl** 


$1995 Due at Delivery 


2 Or More At This Price 


♦Plus tax, title, license, dest & doc. All Rebates to dealers. "Pymts. are plus tax title, license, doc & destination. Must quality 
for Nissan base loyalty. 12,000 miles per year. 15c per mile excess. Rebates Included where applicable. Option to purchase at 
lease end at pre-determined price. Lessee responsible for excess wear & tear. To get total of pymts multiply term x pymt. pymts 
plus 5% use tax. Picture may not represent actual vehicle. Subject to availability & lease credit approval through specified 
lender. Expires 2/11/05. 

OPEN SATURDAYS _-- S 

TOLL FREE Dllk StCtt 

1 -877-267-3776 WISSAINI 42175 ca C n H ton AN 


Dick Scott 


NISSAN 
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Tigers - Belleville prepares for Mega rematch 


FROM PAGE 10 


We can’t allow teams to do that” 
Belleville 72, Dearborn 42 

The victory against Willow 
Run was fresh off a 30-point tri¬ 
umph against Dearborn last 
Tuesday. 

Freeman led the way again 
with a double-double. He scored 
19 points with 10 rebounds and 
four assists. Tommie Clark also 
scored 19 in the effort and 
Samarco added 10. Senior for¬ 
wards Demarcus Boone and 
Stephone Frederick joined in the 
mix with eight and six respective¬ 
ly- 

Geoff Inch scored 11 points in 
the first quarter for Dearborn, 
which kept it a close race, 19-18 
with Belleville in the lead. After 
that, the Tigers tightened up their 


defense and held Dearborn to 
single digits the rest of the way 
for a 72-42 win. 

“We didn’t do a good job of 
fighting through the screens in 

-55- 

We didn’t do a good job 
of fighting through the 
screens in the first. 

Belleville Coach 
Mike Krogel 


the first,” Krogel said. “After that 
I think the kids did a good job - 
we held them to 24 points the rest 
of the way.” 

The 17-1 Tigers took on Detroit 


Northwestern on Tuesday but the 
results were unavailable at press 
time. 

Krogel said they would use the 
game to prepare them mentally 
for the rematch with the 
Romulus Eagles tomorrow night 

Romulus unexpectedly lost to 
Ypsilanti on FYiday, leaving the 
door open for Belleville to win 
the conference outright Until last 
week the best the Tigers could 
have done was tie lor the champi- 
onship-if they defeated the 
Eagles. Now, if they overcome 
last month’s brutal loss and come 
in to Romulus and pull out an 
upset, they will be crowned 
champions. 

“We’re going to have to make 
every possession count,” Krogel 
said. “We can’t waste shots and 
we can’t turn the ball over.” 



Tommie Clark (23) and Mike Donaldson (13) defend against Willow 
Run’s Brandon Denson in Friday night’s game at Belleville. 


Chiefs - Canton hoopsters play for championship 


FROM PAGE 10 


points, respectively. Junior for¬ 
ward Andre Bridges chipped in 
with eight points - all of them in 
the first quarter. 

The team hit eight triples; 
Houdek hit four of them. 

The team was down, 9-0, early 
in the first but Houdek nailed two 
of his triples to help the Chiefs 
catch up. They did and overtook 
the lead, 15-14, by the end of the 
quarter. They faltered some in 
the second where Western man¬ 
aged to regain the lead, 29-27, at 


--55- 

When those three guards 
star scoring it really 
opens things up for us. 

Canton Coach 
Charlie Paye 


the halfway point 

Canton regrouped in the third 
and outscored the Warriors, 20-11, 


to take the lead for good. They 
held on in the final session for the 
63-53 wia 

Again the Chiefs only turned 
the ball over eight times and were 
13 of 19 from the line. 

The Championship game was 
Wednesday night at Walled Lake 
Central. The results were 
unavailable at press time. 

Win or lose, the Chiefs will 
start preparing for the district 
tournament next week at 
Northville. They play Northville 
in the first round at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, Feb. 28. 




...f 7 or a contemporary 
approach that captures 
both formal portraits and 


journalistic images, 
call Michael Reynolds 

I ?2 Liberty ,3t-> Pymouth 
www.mickaelretjnokUphotographij.com 


itelii 

FROM PAGE 10 


Vandenvossche, 4-1, to start the meet 

Then, Canton suffered four straight losses, includ¬ 
ing two by pins at the 215-pound and heavyweight 
classes. Ryan Schnettler got things back on track for 
Canton with a 17-1 win against Adam Rowe. Canton 
traded blows again with Churchill with a loss at 112 
and a win at 119, when Jay Fleischmann defeated 
Tim Hecksel, 13-3. 

Fleischmann’s victory sparked Canton as they 
went on and won the next five. Pete Bonneau, at 125, 
pinned Jim Roberts in 1:59; Corey Phillips (130) 
defeated Justin Smith 11-5; Ryan Webb (135) pinned 
Dan Smalls in 1:13; Alex Freitag (140) defeated Dale 
Rush 9-0; and Konrad Konsitzke (145) overcame Josh 
Kelley, 64. 

After the break there was no stopping the Chiefs. 

But Salem’s Jeremy Henderson got his team off to 
a good start first with a 7-3 victory against Pat 
McWhirter at 189 pounds. Canton’s P J. Caram, at 
215, defeated Alex Smith, 13-2, and heavyweight 
Donnie Laramie pinned Salem’s Steve Kaptur in 53 
seconds. 

In the 103-pound weight class, Salem’s Jeremy 
Stankewitz won his match, 11-2, against Schnettler 
but 112-pounder Nick Poole defeated Salem’s Nick 
Steiger, 11-0. 

Then Salem won three in a row. Matt Kefller (119) 
defeated Fleischmann, 7-9; Cory Mervyn (125) 
pinned Bonneau in 1:50; and Ryan Stump (130) 
pinned Jon McCue in 3:44 

Canton won the rest of the way out with six wins- 
two by pin and one by forfeit 

Phillips (135) overcame Scott Fysh, 64; Webb (140) 
pinned Ryan Olsen in 1:32; Konsitzke (145) pinned 
Jake Bennett in 35 seconds; Faraj (152) defeated Guy, 
9-5; Amberg held off Kevin Mlymek, 5-2; and Kiel 
Price (171) won by forfeit 

Canton also participated in the district individual 
tournament on Saturday where they had five 
wrestlers-Webb, Phillips, Konsitzke, McWhirter and 
Amburg-qualify for the regional competition this 
Saturday. 



Sites Now Being Reserved For 

The Abbeys 
of Westland 


2&3 
Bedroom 
Ranch Condos 

Vaulted Ceilings 
Gas Fireplace 


• Refrigerator, Stove & Microwave OPEN: 

• Club House w/Pool & Fitness Room Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm 

www.classictradition.com Sunday 11 am-5pm 

ATTENTION REALTORS: 3% CO-OP PAID 

1110 Abbey Court 
Westland 

734-641-7161 

SALES CENTER FOR BOTH LOCATIOl 

1110 Abbey Court (Off of Marquet 

NS - LOCATED AT: 

te in Westland) 


Sites Now Being Reserved For 

The Villas 

Maple Creek 

2&3 
Bedroom 
Ranch Condos 

• Vaulted Ceilings 

• Gas Fireplace 

• Dishwasher 

• Refrigerator, Stove 

& Microwave _ 

OPEN 

www.classictradition.com Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm 

Sunday 11am-5pm 

ATTENTION REALTORS: 3% CO-OP PAID 


Beck k Gcddcs 
Canton 

734-641-7161 



2003 Chevy Monte Carlo 



V-6, air, power seats, AM/FM CD. 
Just Arrived I 


MUST SEE 



Low miles. Managers Special. 
Give away price. 


ONLY $12,756 


2002 Chevy Cavalier Z-24 



Auto, air, power windows, 
AM/FM CD. titt 


ONLY $7,986 


2001 Kia Sportage 4x4 



Auto, air, cruise & more. 


ONLY $7,933 


2000 Chevrolet Metro LSI 



Super nice carl 
Priced to sell fasti 


ONLY $4,536 

(866^727-4884 i 
iDIcKdD Scott 

\ms i\'i®' 

;|/,m oji.Uk’i 

V, ,, I:; hl(,|i I 
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Ypsilanti Braves upset favored Romulus, 71-70 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


It wasn’t quite the outcome that 
Romulus Coach Nate Oats anticipated - or 
was used to - when his Eagles faced the 
Ypsialnti Braves on Friday night 

It came down to the final minutes, but 
the Braves pulled out an upset and beat 
Romulus, 71-70. 

Romulus was leading. 

70-68, with 2:06 remaining 
in the game but turnovers 
and failed opportunities 
allowed Ypsi the chance 
And it was Marvon 
Sanders that took advan¬ 
tage 

He knotted the score at 
70 when he intercepted a 
pass and turned it in to a 
lay-up for two with about 
1:27 re maining He then 
drew a foul and hit his 
second shot from the line 
to give the Braves the cov¬ 
eted one-point lead with just 19 seconds 
left in regulation. 

Romulus had opportunities on their 
next two possessions but failed to drop the 
shots. Dante Williams lofted a shot at the 
buzzer but it didn't fall either giving the 
Braves the victory 

Romulus committed 26 turnovers and 
f^ve up 14 offensive rebounds in the loss - 
two other thing; Oats wasn't used to. 

“We never give up that many offensive 
rebounds," he said. "They were quicker on 


the loose balls - they seemed to want it 
more.” 

Romulus only grabbed eight offensive 
boards in the game 

Romulus’s star point guard. Jarret 
Smith, got caught up in early foul trouble 
and was forced to the bench - another key 
component in the loss. 

During the time Smith was out there 
was a 10-point swing in 
the game and Ypsilanti 
closed out the third 
period with a 57-54 lead, 
according to Oats. 

Smith came back in 
the fourth but earned 
his last foul with about 
3:00 left to play. Ypsi’s 
junior point guard, 
Woodell Payne, also 
fouled out about two 
minutes before Smith. 

“His absence didn’t 
appear to have the same 
affect on the their 
team,” Oats said. “Not 
having Smith really hurt us.” 

Senior forward Avery Stephenson led 
all scores with 20. He also led the Eagles 
with seven rebounds. Dante Williams 
added 13 and Getyn Reese 1L Despite 
foul trouble Smith still knocked down 10 
in the effort 

Senior Josh Young led Ypsi with 18 
points, freshman James Fbazier added 16 
and Pbyne, LL 

The victory redeemed the Braves' dou¬ 
ble-overtime loss to the Eagles last month. 


-—99— 

We can't expect to turn 
the ball over 25 times 


* 


and still expect to win- 
we’H have to protect 
the ball better. 


Romulus Coach 
Nate Cats 
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Continued from page 8 

On February 22, 2005 Lincoln Consolidated Schools will have an election in con¬ 
junction with Washtenaw County. Polls will be open 7:00 ajn. to 8:00 p.m. In addi¬ 
tion, the Clerk’s Office will be open on Saturday, February 19, 2005 from 9:00 a_m. 
until 2:00 pm. The last day to vote absentee is Monday, February 21, 2005 and the 
Clerk’s Office will be open 8:00 a_m. to 4:00 pan. Van Buren Township residents 
living in Lincoln Consolidated School District will vote one last time in their old 
school precinct at Bessie Hoffman School. For additional information contact the 
Clerk’s Office at 734.699.8909. 

The Recreation Department announced the following events: Summer Camp pro¬ 
gram registration will begin on Monday, March 7th. The annual Marshmallow Drop 
will be held on Saturday, March 19th and the rainoul date is Sunday, March 20th. In 
addition, a pancake breakfast will be held prior to the Marshmallow Drop in the Van 
Buren Township Gymnasium at 8:00 am. For further information on classes and 
programs contact the Recreation Department at 734.699.8921. 

Director Ross stated the Daddy Daughter Dance was well attended with over 500 
participants with a good time had by all. 

On Thursday, February 17th at the Fred C. Fischer Library the new equipment pur¬ 
chased by the Rotary Club will be demonstrated for the public to view' old local 
new spapers which have been scanned in. 

AUDIENCE (Non-Agenda Items): A resident stated his opinion regarding public 
hearing notices being posted to the cable channel, broadcasting Planning 
Commission Meetings on the cable channel, the possible Saratoga project, and view 
on staff. 

CLOSED SESSION: None. 

ADJOURNMENT: Payne moved. Hart seconded to adjourn at 11:02 p.m. Carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joannie D. Payne, CMC 
Township Clerk 

Cindy C. King 
Supervisor 

Publish: February 24, 2005 


IRS PROBLEMS? 
STATE TAX PROBLEMS? 


For Solutions Call 1-800-IRS-HELP (477-4357) Ask For Operator 33 


However, Ypsilanti isn’t the only team 
gunning for a little redemptioa Romulus 
will host the Belleville Tigers tomorrow 
night - a team they upset, 80-43, on 
January 28th on Belleville’s home court 

This time. Oats expects it to be a differ¬ 
ent game 

“They’re playing a lot better,” he said, 
“and we’re not guaranteed to shoot as well 
as we did the first time. We can’t expect to 
turn the ball over 28 times and still expect 
to win -we’ll have to protect the ball better 
And if we lose, it’s not because the kids 
didn’t play hard.” 


Romulus 78, Huron 62 

The Eagles walked away with more 
favorable results on Tuesday, when they 
defeated Ann Arbor Huron, 78-62. 

“We jumped ahead early and coasted 
from there,” Oats said 

Romulus had a 38-28 lead at the half 
and carried it through to the end for the 
victory. 

Reese led the way with 2L Smith was 
solid with 17 and also had nine rebounds 
and seven assists. Williams knocked down 
14 while Devin Searcy added seven and 
led the team with 10 rebounds. 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
ORDINANCE 02-01-05 
PROPOSED REZONING MAP 

Second reading of ordinance for adoption. 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ZONING ORDINANCE 6-6-92, AS AMENDED, 
OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN BY AMENDING THE ZON¬ 
ING MAP IN CONNECTION THEREWITH. 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN ORDAINS: 

Section 1. The Zoning Map in connection with the Zoning Ordinance of the 

Charter Township of Van Buren shall be amended so that the zoning 
of the following described property to wit: 

Ordinance Number 02-01 -05 

To rezone parcel numbers): Parcel number Parcel number VI25-83-059-01-0021- 
000 known as lot 21, VI25-83-059-01-002-000 known as lot 22 and V-125-83-059- 
01-0023-000 known as lot 23 from R-1C Single Family Residential to C-l General 
Business. 

Legal Description of Property: 

Parcel number V125-83-059-01-0021-000 known as lot 21, VI25-83-059-01-002- 
000 known as lot 22 and V-125-83-059-01-0023-000 known as lot 23 located on the 
east side of Belleville Road between Tyler Road and Interstate 94 North Service 
Drive. 



Legend 

Y//A V* fa* Hun Plan tat 21.22. & 23 
RSS53 Wflow Run Ptara tn! 2D 
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Section 2. All Ordinances and parts of Ordinance in conflict herewith are 
repealed to the extent of such conflict 

Section 3. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its adoption and publication. 


Section 4. 


Yeas: 

Nays: 

Absent: 


This Ordinance is hereby declared to have been adopted by the 
Township Board of the Charter Township of Van Buren, Country of 
Wayne, State of Michigan, at a Regular Meeting held on the 15th day 
of February, 2005. 

Hart, Rochowiak, Payne, Jahr, Budd, Herman and King. 

None. 

None. 


This Ordinance shall be immediately recorded by the Township Clerk in the 
Township Ordinance Book as soon as it is adopted, which record shall be authenti¬ 
cated by the signatures of the Supervisor and Clerk and shall be published in a news¬ 
paper of general circulation in the Township within ten (10) days after its passage. 

I hereby certify that Ordinance 02-01-05 was published in the Belleville Enterprise, a 
newspaper circulating within the Charter Township of Vanburen. 

Joannie D. Payne, CMC 
Township Clerk 

Cindy C. King 
Township Supervisor 

Publish: February 24, 2005 
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Business 


Liii-long friends open 
oiew Plymouth shop 


Jason Carmel Davis 
__ Staff Writer 

The word dueto is Spanish for duet or 
couple. That's the idea behind the newest 
boutique in downtown Plymouth, Dueto. 

Nicole Jaskulka and Alexandra 
Papasifakis—two lifelong friends—are co¬ 
owners of the shop. They grew up houses 
away from each other in Troy and, after 
countless hours of research, decided to 
open up their clothing, jewelry and acces¬ 
sory shop in Plymouth. Jaskulka and 
Papasifakis studied elementary education 
and pre-med, respectively, but after they 
graduated in 2003, they weren’t sure if 
those fields were something they really 
wanted to get into. 

“We studied completely unrelated 
fields in college, and we weren’t happy 
with our prospective career choices,” 
Papasifakis said. “This is something we’ve 
always wanted to do.” 

Both women said their parents were 
very supportive of their business venture. 
They also said that since they don’t have 
any obligations to anyone else, this would 
be the best time in their lives to take this 
risk, because they have time to recover if 
everything doesn’t work out 

The name of the boutique also signifies 
what is sold there. Both men’s and 


women’s clothing is housed in the shop— 
which, Papasifakis said, signifies a duet, 
or, a couple 

Located at 470 Forest St. in Forest 
Plaza, Dueto will take over the space left 
vacant by Mia Bella The two young entre- 
preneurs purchased the shop in 
November 2004, and have been preparing 
for their Feb. 26 grand opening ever since 

“It’s been a lot of work,” Papasifakis 
said. “But after we did all our research 
and started to meet people, everything just 
fell in place.” 

Dueto specializes in fashions from 
upscale European and American design¬ 
ers. Both Jaskulka and Papasifakis—who 
say they have worked in retail since they 
were 16—have gone to trade shows in 
New York and Los Angeles, and hand 
picked what they will display. The shop 
features a variety of new and upcoming 
designers, many of whom have not been 
available in Michigan. 

“I think the area needed something like 
this to target a younger demographic,” 
Papasifakis said. “There’s a lot of young 
people moving to this area, and that’s the 
niche we wanted to fill.” 

“A lot of the stuff we have, you can’t get 
it in Michigan,” Jaskulka said. “I think we 
have a lot of things in here that will catch 
people’s eye.” 



Nicole Jaskulka and Alexandra Papasifakis—two lifelong friends—are co-owners of the 
newest clothing boutique in downtown Plymouth, Dueto. Dueto specializes in fashions 
from upscale European and American designers. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER 

For your convenience, the Wayne County Treasurer’s Office will be open on two 
consecutive Saturdays, February 19th and 26th from 8:00am to 3:00pm, for walk-in 
tax payments. Delinquent tax information will not be available by telephone on these 
dates. Flowever, please visit our website for additional information. 

To avoid long lines at the end of February we urge you to pay your taxes near the 
beginning of the month. Unpaid county taxes for tax year ending 2002, are subject to 
foreclosure. 

Raymond J. Wojtowicz 
Wayne County Treasurer 
(313)-224-5990 

www.treasurer.vvaynecounty.com 
Publish: February 24, 2005 


Classified 


01. Obituaries 
02. In Memoriam 
03. Cards of Thanks 
04. Monuments 
& Cemetery Plots 
05. Personal 
06. Legal Notices 
07. Attorneys 
08. Entertainment 
09. Lost & Found 
10. Coming Events 
30. Help Wanted 


1. Obituaries 


SWEDREN. Irene M., age 
85 of Romulus, February 
19,2005. 

Beloved wife of the late 
Albert. 

Dear mother of Ron (Patti) 
and Sherry Swedren; 
Richard (Alice) Zunk, Bob 
(Joan) Randall, Beverly 
(Donald) Lockart and 
Shirley (Giles) Bateman. 
Loving Grandmother to 24 
Grandchildren and 43 
Great-Grandchildren. 
She is also survived by 3 
sisters, Faye Oleszczuk, 
Leona Distel and Betty 
Wickits. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Frank and Ada Shaneck, a 
son, Jim Zunk and 5 broth¬ 
ers, Leslie, Floyd, Don, 
Glenn and Maynard. 
Funeral services were at 
Michigan Memorial Funeral 
Home, Huron Twp. 
Interment in Michigan 
Memorial Park. 


WAHRMAN, Constance M, 
age 93, February 17,2005. 
Beloved wife of the late 


31. Help Wanted Sales 

32. Help Wanted Drivers 

33. Child Care 

34. Specialized Services 

35. Situations Wanted 
40. Business Opportunity 

42. Pawn Shops 

43. Money to Loan 

44. Music Lessons 

45. Art Lessons 

46. Private Instruction 

47. Schools 

Albert Wahrman. 
Dearest mother of Mary Lee 
(Albert) Charlet and Donald 
(Lynn) Wahrman. 
Grandmother of Lynne 
(Brian) Agar, Michele (Tony) 
Vickers, Philip (Laurie) 
Charlet, Ann (Ken) Fladby, 
Glen (Terry) Wahrman, 
Sara(Greg) Leshok, Paul 
(Julie) Wahrman. 
Great-Grandmother of 18, 
Great-Great- 
Grandmother of 7. 

Dear sister-in-law of Barbara 
Wahrman (the late Fred). 
Aunt of Susan (Jerry) 
Cichowski and Debbie 
(Don) Klug 

Service and burial at a later 
date in Romulus, Ml. 
Memorials may be made to 
the Romulus Methodist 
Church, 11160 Olive St., 
Romulus, Ml 48174 or Pines 


50. Pets & Supplies 

54. Rummage Sales 

55. Farm Equipment/Supplies 

56. Garage Sales 

57. Antiques 

58. Flea Markets 

59. Auctions 

60. Misc. Sales 

61. Misc. Items 

62. Building Supplies 

63. Business and 
OfficeEquipment 

of Sarasota, 1501 N. 
Orange Ave., Sarasota, FL 
34236 


30. Help Wanted 


Exp. Sheet-Fed Printing 
Press Operator (Part Time) 
Call Dan at 
734-467-1900 


Light office cleaning in 
Plymouth, evenings nightly, 
excellent wages, retirees 
’ welcome 
Call 734-421-8620 

HOME CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Quality Work, Affordable 
Rates, Bonded & Insured 
Call 734-942-1344 
www.mighty-maids.com 


64. Lawn & Garden Supplies 

65. Tree Service 

66. Landscape / Nurseries 

67. Garden Plant / Supplies 

68. Garden / Produce 
70. Masonry / Brickwork 

72. Machinery Tools 

73. Musical Merchandise 

74. Sporting Goods 

75. Boats / Accessories 

76. Remodeling & Renovations 

77. Recreation Vehicles 


31. Sales Help 
Wanted 


FULL 

OR 

PART-TIME 

The Journal Newspapers 
seeking Inside Sales Reps 
for the Classified Advertising 
Department. The qualified 
candidate will possess 
excellent communication 
skills and relationship build¬ 
ing characteristics. Prior 
telemarketing experience 
preferred but will train the 
right individual. Please for¬ 
ward resumes to: 


78. Hunting / Fishing 
82. Wanted to Buy 

87. Room for Rent 

88. Duplexes for Rent 

89. Apartments for Rent 

90. Condos for Rent 

92. Business Places for Rent 

93. Banquet Halls 

94. Farm Land for Rent 

95. Garages for Rent 

96. Houses for Rent 

97. Cottages for Rent 

The Journal Newspapers 
ATTN: Rob Young 
35540 West Michigan 
Avenue 

Wayne, Ml 48184 
Equal 

Opportunity 

Employer 

The Journal 
Newspapers is 
accepting applications for 
Account Representatives to 
serve clients in our 
circulation area. 
Experience preferred but 
will train the right 


98. Mobile Homes for Rent 

99. Mobile Home Lots for Rent 

100. Will Share 

101. Wanted to Rent 

102. Storage 

103. Business with Property 

104. Farms and Acreage 

105. Mobile Homes for Sale 

106. Houses for Sale 

107. Condos for Sale 

108. Lake and Resort 

109. Income Property 

candidates. Must have 
reliable transportation. 
Flexible hours, full and 
part-time positions 
available. 

Send resumes to: 

The Journal Newspapers 
35540 Michigan Ave W 
Wayne Ml 48184 
Attn: Advertising Director 
Rob Young 

or fax to (734)729-3746. 


110. Lots for Sale 

111. Out of State Property 

112. Commercial Lease 

113. Real Estate Wanted 

114. Auto Accessories 

115. Autos for Sale 

116. Antique & Classic Cars 

117. Trucks & Vans for Sale 

118. Freebies 

119. Auto Repairs 

120. Motorcycles 

121. Autos Wanted 


32. Help Wanted 
Drivers 


FLATBED DRIVERS 
$500 Orientation Pay For 
Flatbed New Leases 
*Avg. $1.70 Per Loaded 
Mile Gross! 

*100% Owner Operator 
*Low Deadhead 
*No QualComms 
*Non Forced Dispatch 
*Local Terminal 
CDL-A/6 Mos. Exp. Req. 
800-611-3763 
CRST MALONE 
Apply Online 
www.crstmalone.com 


34. Specialized Services 

BRATCHER ELECTRIC 

COMPLETE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SINCE 1956 


Remodeling • Service • City Repairs 



57. Antiques 


Motor City Antiques 

13431 Telegraph Rd. Flat Rock, MI 48134 (734) 782-4018 

17,000 Sq. Ft. of Antiques &. Collectibles 
Over 100 Dealers 
Come Visit our NEW 950 Sq. Ft. 

FURNITURE ALLEY 
Hours: Tues-Sat 10-6, Sun Noon-6 



'cwdAtA 

ECTORY 


Christ Crnipfi’ Apostolic Jaith Church 

DISTRICT ELDER LUKE A. McCLENDON, PASTOR 


Sunday Morning Prayer (8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.) 
Christian Education (9:15 a.m.-l 1:00 a.m.) 
Morning Worship Service (11:15 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) 




* * Nursery Room Available for Children 4 Years of Age and Under** 


29124 Eton Street • Westland, Ml 48186 • 734-326-3833 



Sunday School 10A.M. - Service 11A.M. 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7:30P.M. 
Pastor Earl Duncan 

Morningstar Church 

28563 Pardo 
Garden City, MI 48135 
734-367-3029 
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ACT NOW. DRIVERS- 
Flatbed, Bulk Tank and 
Refrigerated Divisions. 
Performance based pay. 
Experienced operators, 
Independent Contractors or 
Company Drivers. CDL 
Instruction Program avail¬ 
able. 800-771-6318. 
www.primeinc.com 


DO YOU HAVE 3 MONTHS 
EXPERIENCE? You Should 
Be Making 40 CPM! You 
have a lot of choices in your 
career - why not trade in 
your low-paying job for one 
that Pays You More For Your 
Experience? Our new pay 
package features higher 
starting pay than you 
thought possible: 40 cpm 
for less than a year...41 cpm 
for one to three years...42 
cpm for three years or more 
experience! And on top of 
incredible starting pay, you 
can increase your earnings 
with a monthly bonus of up 
to 2 cpm. With a complete 
line of benefits, assigned 
conventional trucks you can 
take home, time off every 14 
days, and weekly payroll - 
there's no other OTR pack¬ 
age that can compete! 1 - 
800-2JB-HUNT (800-252- 
4868) Must be licensed in 
Ml or PA. 3 mos class A exp 
req. EOE. Subj to d/s. 


DRIVER - COVENANT 
TRANSPORT Regional 
Runs Available. Home 
Weekly. Excellent Pay & 
Benefits. Exp. Drivers, O/O 
& Students Welcome. Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 888- 
MORE-PAY (1 -888-667- 
3729). 


HELP WANTED: Get a 
weekly listing of newspaper 
positions available in 
Michigan. To subscribe, 
send an e-mail to: bul¬ 
letin @mich iganpress.org. 


IF YOU DROVE FOR 
HEARTLAND and lived in 
Michigan you would have 
made $5,889.17 more in 
2004! Our 2005 raise means 
even more! How big is your 
raise! Heartland Express 1- 
800-441-4953 www.heart- 
landexpress.com 


TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. 
Professional Drivers are des¬ 
perately needed. 4 Week 
Training, 100% financing 
available. Proven Placement 
Record. Call Shantel at 
ATDS Now!! 800-999-8012 
or www.your- 
futurestartshere.com 


TST EXPEDITED SER¬ 
VICES: Needs O/O with 
Straight Trucks and Tractors. 
Guaranteed mileage rate - 
Paid permitsAolIs. No Up 
front sign on costs - Hassle 
Free Dispatch. 20 years of 
reliable service - Trailer Paid 
Fuel Cards - Direct Deposit 
Settlements. 1-877-878- 
9911. www.tst911 .com 


40. Business 
Opportunity 


$ MONEY $& TIME ! 
Want more of it? 
Income immediately without 
leaving your job! 

Find out how 
Call 877-465-3249 
option #2 


BE YOUR OWN BOSS 
Work from home -100- 
500K Potential 
1 -888-674-8242 
www. moneypennybusi- 
ness.com 


Customer 

Service/Supervisors 

needed. 

Work from home. 
Pt/Ft, Full training. 

Free Info. 

Call 800-615-2940 


DO YOU WANT TO EARN 
MORE MONEY? 

Earn up to $2000 to 
$5000/month without 
leaving your job! 

Call now for more 
information. 
866-Try-Plan-B 


Realistic $4K/week 
potential 
Free 24hr. info. 
888-366-5231 ext1980 
www.changelifenow.com 

Work from home. Find 
them, list them, and make 
money. Its that easy! 
www.witcfb.com/michcash2 


Youll Freak When You Earn 
$9-16K per month. 
800-294-8654 ext1040 


59. Auctions 


CITY OF WESTLAND 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
AUCTION 

On March 1,2005 the 
Westland Police Department 
will conduct public auctions 
of impounded abandoned 
vehicles. The first auction 
will begin promptly at 10:am 
at Westland Service Towing, 
37501 Cherry Hill, Westland, 
Ml, County of Wayne, where 
the following vehicles will be 
offered for sale to the high¬ 
est bidder 

1988 Ford Escort 
StWgn Silver 

1FAPP2895JW149999 

1994 Ford Probe 
2 Dr. Blue 

1ZVLT22B9R5180624 

1989 Lincoln Town car 
4 Dr. White 

1LNBM82F0KY789182 

1996 Ford Taurus 
4 Dr. Tan 

1FALP52U8TG125514 


Trie second auction will 
begin promptly at 10:30am 
at T&G Towing, 33032 Ford 
Rd., Westland, Ml, County 
of Wayne, where the follow¬ 
ing vehicles will be offered 
for sale to the highest bid¬ 
der 

1992 Ford Ranger 
PU-Trk Green 
1FTCR10A0NUA15762 

Trie third auction will begin 
promptly at 11:00am at 
Westland Car Care, 6375 
Hix Rd., Westland, Ml, 
County of Wayne, where the 
following vehicles will be 
offered for sale to the high¬ 
est bidder 

1981 Olds Cultass 
2 Dr. Green 
2G3AR47A3B2470850 

1995 Ford F-150 
PU Trk White 
1FTEF15N0SNA03422 

2004 Saturn Ion 
2 Dr. Silver 

1G8AW12F24Z121196 

1997 Ford Taurus 
4 Dr. Black 

1FALP52UXVG301143 

1995 Ford Windstar 
StWgn Tan 

2FMDA514XSBB10368 

1992 Ford Crown Vic 
4 Dr. White 

2FACP74W6NX102627 

1989 Ford F-150 
PU Trk Black 
1 FTDF15Y6KLB41435 

1991 Honda Accord 
4 Dr. Silver 

JHMCB7657MC045961 

1 989 Ford Tempo 
4 Dr. Red 

1FAPP36X5KK21981 1 


The fourth auction will begin 
promptly at 11:30am at Bar 
Towing, 39025 Warren Rd., 
Westland, Ml, County of 
Wayne, where the following 
vehicles will be offered for 
sale to the highest bidder 

1992 Ford Tempo 
4 Dr. Blue 

1FAPP36X0NK137473 

1982 Buick Regal 
2 Dr. Burgundy 
1G4AJ47A6CH242719 

All vehicles are sold in "as 
is" condition. Bidding on all 
vehicles will start at the 
amount due for towing and 
storage. Vehicles may be 
deleted from this list at any 
time prior to the start of trie 
auction. 

30 day notice of action 
Due to unknown ownership, 
30 day notice is hereby 
given that the vehicle listed 
below will be auctioned after 
MARCH 26, 2005 unless it is 
claimed by the owner prior 
to that time: 

1987 Saab 900S 
4 Dr. Blue 

YS3AS35D9H2006559 


70. Masonry and 
Brickwork 


Brickwork, 
Chimneys Porches 
built and repaired. 
Any masonry work. 
24 years experience 
Call 313-377-3660 


SELLING 
YOUR HOME? 
LET US HELP YOU. 
PLACE YOUR AD 
WITH US TODAY! 
467-1900 


87. Rooms For Rent 


BELLEVILLE 
Furnished, utilities 
and refrigerator 
included. $70 week 
734-699-3232 


CANTON DAYS INN 
Five Sunburst Rating! 
Low Daily, Weekly, and 
Monthly rates. 

Free deluxe breakfast 
Guest Laundry 
Microfridge in all rooms 
All local calls free 
Free High speed wireless 
internet coming soon 
40500 Michigan Ave 
Exit 22 off 1-275 
734-721-5200 


ROOM FOR rent Wayne, 
$85/weekIy, all utilities 
included. Call 734-721- 
0232. 


WAYNE 
Victorian Style 
2 Bdrm flat 
No pets. $650/montri 
plus security. 

Do your own painting 
$595/month 
734-326-5025 


WESTLAND-NORWAYNE 
Call for list of 
available 2 & 3 BR 
duplexes, and single 
family homes. Section 
8 welcome. Lead safe 
units available. 
Professional full-time 
management 
Norplex Associates 
734-722-6444 
EHO 


BOLD PRINT 
ATTRACTS MORE 
READERS! 


96. Houses 
For Rent 


Oakland Manor Apts., 
Inkster, deluxe 1 -bdrm 
$525/month $0 Dep. 

1 month rent free 
(if qualified) 

call 734-7186409 or 313- 
920-5966 


WAYNE 
1 Bedroom 
Fully carpeted, heat, 
water, A/C, laundry on site, 
window treatments. Quiet 
Area 

Section 8 ok. 
$565/month 
734-459-4010 


Wayne, Near Wayne Road 
- Nice, Clean 

1 Bedroom - Heat, Water & 
Appliances included - No 
Pets $475 and up 
Call: 313-561-9818 


1000 sq. ft Ranch 
in Westland near Merriman 
& Avondale, 3 bedroom, 
stove & refrigerator, central 
air, new carpeting through¬ 
out 

$900/month 
Call 734-730-2904 


INKSTER 

3 Bedroom, garage, 
Option 2 Buy $695 
INKSTER 

3 Bedroom, basement 
Option 2 Buy $600 
22 available from $575-$750 
RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


PLYMOUTH 

Basement garage, appli¬ 
ances, fenced $700 
PLYMOUTH 
Air, appliances, deck, 
remodeled $850 
All Cities Available 
RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


Romulus 
Very Clean 

3 Bedroom near 1-94 & 
Wayne Rd., washer/dryer, 
2.5 car garage, 
large yard 
$950/month 
Charles Reinhart Co. 
Call John Smalec 
734669-5872 


ROMULUS- 
2 Houses for rent 
1-94 and Wayne Rd. 

3 Bedroom, full basement 2 
car garage, 
no pets 

$950-$1050/month 
7346576267 


WAYNE 

Garage, air, appliances, 
Option 2 Buy $800 
ROMULUS 

Ranch, garage, air, pets 
negotiable $800 
RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


WESTLAND 

3 Bedroom, basement, 

remodeled $695 
WESTLAND 

4 Bedroom, basement. 
Option 2 Buy $750 

19 available from 
$600-$850 
RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


105. Mobile 

Homes-Lots 


Clean 3 Bedroom, seller 
financing, 

$999 down, 

$200/month for 48 months 
Belleville 

Call 734-9256040 


1989 Mercury Topaz 
4 Dr. Blue 

1MEPM36X0KK659372 


1995 Chevy Beretta 
2 Dr. Maroon 
1G1LV1541SY324362 


DIRECTORY 




DAVID C. BROWN 

FUNERAL HOME 
460 E. HURON RIVER DRIVE 

David C. Brown, Manager 

Belleville 734-697-4500 


C 


36885 GODDARD 
ROMULUS 
734-941-9200 
WILLIAM A. CRANE 


FUNERAL HOME 



Harry J. Will 

** Funeral Homes 

34567 Michigan Ave., Wayne, Ml 48184 

(734) 721-5600 

Tom Lynch • Manager Also in Liuonia 

Jim Henley • Director & Redford 


UHT FUNERAL HOME 

Harold Rediske Jr., Director 
Harold Rediske II, Robert J. Gilbert, 

35400 Glenwood Road 
Westland, Ml 48186 • (734) 721-8555 
www.uhtfuneralhome.com 


^ 24 HOUR SERVICE • FAX 278-7314 

ft] Ht£^ernifunrralftoim 

“The Funeral Home You Can Believe In” 

JAMES H. PENN & SON 

3015 S. Inkster Rd. 
313-2786300 Inkster, Ml 48141 


89. Apartments for Rent 


mm 


\(Sam&DpmB<Sis' 

Wayne Forest Apartments 


We have up to two months FREE rent. 

* 



• FREE Heat • FREE Water 
• Large individual Storage area 

• Laundry Facilities In 
Each Building 

Large Walk-In Closet 
•'24 Hour Maintenance 
• Carport Parking 

• Centrally located to 
{he Airport, Highways 

& Shopping 




MI 

734 326-7800 


QaiQ&Gfl 


Michi ga 





NewburgkColonial 

^Apartments 

734 - 721-6699 


- WINTER - 
BLOWOUT 


- 1 Bedroom apartment • $425 Monthly 
Limited Time Offer 

(Westland, Near Ford Plant) 

CALL AMY AT • 734-7216699 

2400 S. Newburgh.RjL,Westland 




89. Apartments for Rent 


87. Rooms for Rent 


*.1 




Belmont Manor 

apartments 

ONE MONTH FREE RENT! 

Spacious 1 Bedroom Apartment 
ONLY $560* 

Spacious 2 Bedroom Apartment 
ONLY $660* 




•Extensive Storage • Fitness Center 
•Minutes from Eastern Ml University, 
Metro Airport & University of Ml 


3 Blks. South of Belleville Rd. 
(Main St.) On Huron River Drive 


For Details Call 

(734) 699-2042 


2 AWARD WINNING LOCATIONS! 



I5H3E2SI3I 

ROMULUS I 

1-275 EXIT 22 

(734)722-8880 

Middlebett Road 
(south of 1-94, near airport) 

Park & Fly Available 

( 734 ) 946-8808 


LOW 



SPECIAL 

SSKoll® 

“XO^/Ttax 

SINGLE 

with coupon j exp<ra^/^/05_ 


• All new rooms • Free Deluxe Continental Breakfast 

• Free Local Phone Calls • 70 station cable w/ HBO 

• All Interior Corridors, with Elevators 
■ Micro Fridge Available 

'Ask about our jacuzzi rooms " 
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Own your own home for 
$225/month. 

1400 sq.ft., 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 
Some appliances inc. 


Call 800-894-4402 


106. Houses For 
Sale 


House for Sale 
or Lease Option Purchase 
725 Sunningdale, Inkster 
Sharp brick bungalow fea¬ 
tures 3 bedrooms, full base¬ 
ment, new kitchen, new 
bath, new carpet, new win¬ 
dows and many other 
updates. Detailed flyer avail¬ 
able. $104,700 
Call 734-845-6174 


113. Wanted Real 
Estate 


Ann Buys Houses 
or takes over payments 
Any Condition! 

A Great Solution! 
Call Ann at 
734-968-5092 


118. Freebies 


Baby high chair $40 
Baby pack-n-play $35 
Excellent cond. 
734-416-1698 


Place your 2-line ad here, 
absolutely free, for 1 week 
for any item selling for 
$75 or less. 


Looking to buy? 
Need to sell? 
Place your ad 
in the 

Journal classifieds. 
Call 734-467-1900 



IT'S TIME TO FIND AN EXCITING NEW CAREER 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR TALENTED INDIVIDUALS TO FILL THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS: 


DRIVERS • REPORTERS • SALES 


EXPERIENCE A PLUS-ENTHUSIASM A MUST! 

Send your resume via; Fax, E-Mail, 
or U.S. Mail Along with a cover letter to: 


SMOKE FREE ENVIRONMENT 


JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS 
35540 Michigan Ave. 

Wayne, Ml 48184 
Fax: (734) 729-1840 

srhaesa@journalgroup.com 



DELIVER! 


For a limited time only, we are offering HALF OFF our regular subscription rates 
Rather than $26 for a six-month subscription, it is now available for $13. 

A one-year subscription is now being offered for only $25. 


ENSURE DELIVERY OF YOUR HOME TOWN NEWSPAPER EVERY WEEK. 

Subscribe now and save. 


YES,. Begin my subscription to (circle one) The Belleville Enterprise, The Canton Eagle 
1 ~~~~ IS/ J The Inkster Ledger Star, The Plymouth Journal, The Northville Journal, 

^ The Romulus Roman, The Wayne Eagle, The Westland Eagle immediately. 

To order your local newspaper, fill in the form below and mail along with a check to receive your paper every Thursday. 

m _ _ _ _ a— an _ na «aa an — n an na na an an an an an an na an an nn an an an na an an - 

□ 1 year subscription $25 □ 6 month subscription $13 □ 1 year subscription (senior) $10 

Name_Date_ 


Address 


Visa or Mastercard Number (if necessary) 


Signature 


Expiration Date 


Mail your subscription to: The Journal Newspapers, R0. Box 578, Wayne, Ml 48184 


Northville Journal • Plymouth Journal • Canton Eagle • Wayne Eagle 
Westland Eagle • Belleville Enterprise • Inkster Ledger Star • Romulus Roman 


Call 734-467-1900 
to place your 
classified ad today 
and get quick results. 


50. Pets and 
Supplies 



"Where 

Pets 

Make 

Life 

Better" 


$100 OFF 


All Regular 
Priced Puppies! 


All our puppies' 
come with: 


• Exclusive 3-Yr. Warranty 

• FREE Comprehensive Vet 
Exam 

• FREE Lifetime Training 
Assistance 

•Micro-Chip For Lifetime ID 
+Much, Much More! 

y y 

Financing as 
low as 

$ 24.12 

per month 


Akita, Beagle, Bernese 
Mountain Dog, Bichon, 
Boston, Boxer, Cairn, 
Cavalier, Chihuahua, 
Cocker, Doxie, English 
Mastiff, Golden, Great 
Dane, Italian 
Greyhound, Jack 
Russell, Labradoodle, 
Lhasa, Min Pin, Min 
Schnauzer, Mixes, Pom, 
Poodle, Rottweiler, 
Schnoodle, Sheltie, 
Shepherd, Shih Tzu, 
Silkie, Wheaten, Yorkie- 
poo.Yorkies&morel 


Petland 

Belleville 

(Next to K-Mart) 

2087 Rawsonville Rd. 
Belleville, Ml 48111 
(734) 482-8993 
www.PetlandBelleville.com 



• Have fun making great money! 

* Earn $20-$40 per hour 
• Learn in an actual nightclub setting 
Day/Evening/Weekend classes 


Don't be fooled by a traveling 
bartending school or mail order scams! 

Bar managers and owners only hire 
bartenders with "hands-on" experience 
Free local/nationwide job placement assistance 


*Member of BBB 


MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF 




CHRYSLER & G.M. EMPLOYEES ■ WE ARE T.A.P.S. APPROVED! 


MILITARY - Call for Discount! 



fiASH 


All Calls Will Be Confidential 


No Equity, Foreclosure, No Problem 
Solve your problem FAST! 


I73AL377-1674 
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You can take these deductions even if you don't itemize 


Fred 

Grant 


You're 
probably 
fami liar with 
the deduction 
ch oi ce yo u 
mu st ma ke 
when you file 
your tax 
return. You 
either have 
enough 
deductions 
(such as 

mortgage interest, charitable 
contributions, and medical expenses) to 
itemize, or you take the standard 
deduction, a set amount that doesn't 
require you to list specific deductible items. 


Inside 
Small 
Business 

ivvwv.fredgrantcpa.com 



What you may not be as familiar with are 
those deductions that you are allowed to 
take "above the line"; that is, deductions 
that you can take in addition to your 
itemized deductions or your standard 
deduction. 

Here's a quick rundown of above-the- 
line deductions you shouldn't miss on your 
2004 tax return. 

A deduction of up to $250 for classroom 
supplies purchased by teachers for use in 
their classrooms. 

A deduction of up to $3,000 for 
individual retirement account contributions 
if you're under age 50. If you're 50 or older, 
youcandeductupto$3,500. 

A deduction of up to $2,500 for interest 
paid on student loans. 


A deduction of up to $2,000 or $4,000 
for college tuition and fees, depending on 
your income level. 

A deduction for the expenses 
connected with a job-related move. 

A deduction for 50% of the self- 
employment tax paid if you are self- 
employed. 

A deduction for alimony paid. (Note that 
child support is not deductible.) 

A deduction of up to $2,000 for the 
purchase of a new hybrid gas/electric car. 

Most of these deductions have 


qualification requirements or income 
limitations. Don't overlook above-the-line 
tax deductions. An added benefit: These 
deductions decrease your “adjusted gross 
income," an important number on your tax 
return. The lower your adjusted gross 
income, the more likely you are to qualify 
for credits and deductions subject to 
income thresholds. For details or 
assistance in finding all the deductions to 
which you're entitled, give us a call @ 734- 
455-1040 


I 


Listen to Fred Grant’s radio show 
“Inside Small Business” every weekend on 
or call Fred at 734-455-1040 


NEWS/TALK 

WJR 



Use a CRUT 
to keep peace 
in your family. 


Most people generally leave 
their IRA directly to their spouse. Curt Whipple 
The surviving spouse can roll it C Curtis and Associates, Inc. 
over into his or her IRA, take 
distributions, and leave the balance to the children. 

The kids will then have the opportunity to stretch out the 
required payments, as well as the tax deferral over their 
own lifetimes. But what if you have children from a 
previous 

Marriage who dont get along with your new spouse? 
Would the children get cut off after you die, thereby 
upsetting your intention to pass whatever remains of your 
IRA to them? 

One way to solve this problem is to leave part or all of 
your IRA to a Charitable Remainder Unitrust (CRUT). The 
CRUT would make pre-determined payments (A minimum 
of 5%) to your surviving spouse for his or her life span. 
After your spouse dies your children would receive 
payments, for the rest of their lives. When they die, 
whatever remains in the CRUT would pass to your favorite 
charity. 

There is no income liability as long as the CRUT is 
funded after your death. Nor are the earnings within the 
CRUT taxable. However, the payments made to your 
surviving spouse and children will be taxed to them as 
ordinary income. 

The CRUT must allow for at least 10% of the trust's 
present value to pass to the charity. The number is 
calculated as if your beneficiaries were to live an average 
life span. For some heirs, this may be a modest price to 
pay for the benefits of longer tax deferral and an estate tax 
reduction. 

After the last beneficiary dies the CRUT ends and the 
remaining funds transfer to the charity. Some investors 
have used an irrevocable wealth replacement trust to 
replace the assets that would go to the charity and provide 
a tax-free bequest to other beneficiaries. 

If you would like to learn more about how to provide for 
your beneficiaries and make a gift of charity, please call me 
@ (734) 844-3400. 



Brian Mell, Financial Consultant 
DFCU Financial 
Canton Branch, through 
CUSO Financial Services, L.R 


Financially 



Q - When should I start planning 
for financial independence? 

A “ It's never too early to start saving and investing for 
retirement The sooner you start, the more money you may 
have when you retire. On the other hand, rf you wait too 
long, you may have to postpone retirement until enough 
money has been saved. Take this example* of a 25-year-old 
and a 40-year-old who both begin contributing the maximum 
amount to an IRA and earn the same rate of return with the 
goal of retiring at 65. With an additional 15 years of investing, 
the 25-year-old would have accumulated $1,218,709 and 
the 40-year-old only $334,913. This just illustrates that the 
early bird may retire fatter. All DFCU Financial Partners 
Financial Consultants through our broker-dealer CUSO 
Financial Services, LP. (CFS) are Chartered Retirement 
Planning Counselors through the College of Financial 
Planning. They're located at each DFCU Financial branch 
and have the experience and all the necessary credentials to 
help you. For a complimentary consultation stop by or call us 
at 313.336.2700 or toll free at 888.336.2700 outside the 
local area. Or visit www.dfcufinancial.com. 


dfcu 


nr 


FINANCIAL 

PARTNERS 


BRING US YOUR LIFE. 


‘Example assumes the individuals contribute $4,000 to an IRA each year 
and earn an average of 8% on their investments over the life of the IRA. 
figures quoted are for illustrative purposes and are not indicative of past or future 
results for any specific investment 

DFCU financial Partners is a division of DFCU Financial. Investment products and 
services offered through CUSO financial Services, LP. (CFS) are not NCUA/NCUIF 
insured, not Credit Union guaranteed and may lose value, financial Consultants 
are employees of DFCU Financial Partners and registered through CFS. DFCU 
financial Partners is affiliated with CFS (member NASD/SI PC). 



Paying Your 
Mortgage 
Off Early 

You’ve decided to pay 
your mortgage off early. 

What is the best way to 

accomplish this. AVP-Senior Loan Officer 
Conventional wisdom The West TeamIChase Home Finance 

would have you pay it off by making an additional 
principal payment each month along with the 
regular house payment or by paying half the regular 
mortgage payment every two weeks. By pursuing 
either of these strategies the scheduled 
amortization of the mortgage is accelerated and 
paid off early. 

I would offer a slight variation on these strategies. 
You might consider making an additional principal 
payment but instead of making it to the lender, make 
those payments into a liquid investment account, 
like a mutual fund for example. You could continue 
to make payments into this investment account until 
the balance in it equals the balance of your 
mortgage. Then you pay off the mortgage 
completely. 

By doing it this way you would have had liquid 
funds available if some need arose, i.e. an 
emergency or loss of employment. By having those 
extra payments in a liquid account you could 
access them readily. If those payments had gone 
into ’home equity’ they would have been illiquid and 
not readily available, what is called frozen, non¬ 
working capital. Also if you were earning the 
historical average return on investment you could 
probably pay the mortgage off even more quickly. 

There is absolutely nothing wrong with paying off 
your mortgage early. Just make sure that your 
interests are served first. 

For questions or additional information on 
mortgage management call Nelson Wilson at 734- 
576-1828. 


The West Team 

Home Equity Line of Credit 


PRIME - .750% 

And NO CLOSING COSTS! 


CALL 

NELSON WILSON 

AT 

866-LOW-WEST TOLL FREE 
734-576-1828 CELLULAR 

FOR DETAILS! 


38777 W. 6 MILE ROAD 
SUITE 210 
LIVONIA, Ml 48152 

ft CHASE 

The West Team at Chase Home Finance ' 1 a ^ 1 ~ 1 ' ,,1 - w ' 

All loans are subject to credit and property approval. Program terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Not all products are available in all states or for all loan amounts. jgj| 
Other restrictions and limitations apply. All loans are offered through JPMorgan Chase Bank USA, N.A. or Chase Manhattan Bank USA, N.A. depending on product type and property EhmJ 

location. ©2005 JPMorgan Chase & co. All Rights Reserved 


EQUAL HOUSStG 
LENDER 
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Imagine this: a movie where Keanu Reeves is dressed all in 
black, travels between two different worlds, sees things only he can 
see and is the selected -chosen one’ to save humankind. 

Sound familiar? i*; 

Well it's not like somebody dusted off the old Munir script - you know. l-Jp- lUg 

the good one - changed Reeves' name from Neo to John Constantine and . 

shoved a ridiculous-looking 'cross -bow shotgun in his hands and told him to 
save the world, again. 

Instead, we get the classic good against evil, heaven versus hell story in 
Warner Bros, new special-effect-laden movie Constantine . based on the DC 
com ic book. Hellblazer. 

The stoty revolves around John Constantine (Reeves), who was born with the 
ability to recognize hall-breed angels and demons that walk the planet in human 
form. However, as a teenager he was driven by the visions to take a life: his own. He 
failed, but because of the attempt, he has literally been to hell and back 

Now he's living on borrowed time and is marked as an attempted suicide, which 
means he is destined for hell regaixlless of what good he does. But that doesn't stop him 
from trying to get back in the good graces of heaven. He spends his days guarding the earth¬ 
ly border between heaven and hell, sending Satan's minions back to the fiery depths below in 
order to keep the balance of good and evil in check 

However. Gabriel (Tilda Swinton). God's gatekeeper on Earth, and Satan's emissary 
Balthazar (Gavin Rossdale) constantly remind Constantine that he can't buy his way into heaven. 

To start. Constantine is called to an exorcism where a demon tries to not only possess a young 
girl but to actually enter the physical world - a blatant breach of the balance agreement. Later, he's 
bugged' by a full-fledged demon walking the streets of Los Angeles in the open. 

Things really start to get out of hand once police detective .Angela Dodson (Rachel Weisz) enlists his 
help to solve the mysterious death of her twin sister Isabel (also played by Weisz). FYom there, they are 
sent spiraling through a supernatural flight between the real world and the hell that hides just under the 
surface of contemporary Los .Angeles—the City of Angels. 

Along the way. Constantine and Dodson are aided by what few allies he has. .Among them are Chaz iShia 
LaBeouf). Constantine's faithful driver atid hopeful apprentice: Midnite (Djimon Hounsou). a former faith 
healer and witch doctor: and Father Hennessy (Pruitt Taylor Vince), a weary alcoholic priest who has obvi¬ 
ously seen better days. 

To me. a comic book is a comic book regaixlless of what form it is in. be it a flimsy- paper production with the 
stoiy shoved down the throats of the reader with flashy art or a movie production where the stoiy is shoved 
down the throat of the viewer with flashy special effects. Either way. it's usually a good idea that's poorly written, 
but backed by fantastic computer generated graphics. 

It's not necessarily a bad thing Thanks to the advancement of digital special effects in the last decade we can lie 
thankful for comic book adaptations such as Spidennan and X-Men . which may never have been possible other¬ 
wise. Now. we no longer have to settle for a green-painted Lou Ferigno or Nicholas Hammond merely running down 
the streets of New York as Spidennan in 1977 rather than swinging, leaping and flying 

Constantine does offer some spectacular effects but at times they appeared blurry and out of focus - much like the 
storyline. During the hell sequences I half expected to see Agent Smith pop out of one of the bumed-out abandoned 
buildings with his congenial. “Mr Anderson." line. 

Computer advancements will never be able to make Reeves a better actor, though. I don't know how many movies 
lie's made since Bill and Ted's Excellent Adventure, but I still wait for him to finish every sentence with 'dude.' 

But I figure since the film industry has gone to hell the last few years why not go see a film about the damned place. 


Reviewed By 
Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 
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The Scene 


Local girl makes stage debut this weekend 


John Counts 
Staff Writer 

While many wannabe actors and 
actresses who move to Los Angles change 
their names, 13-year-old Molly Wallace of 
Plymouth has something different in 
. mind—changing Hollywood to Mollywood. 

Before she takes Tinsel Town by storm, 
though, she’s been cutting her teeth on the 
local stage. Wallace, who has been acting 
since she was 7 years old, has already 
been in numerous local productions in the 
Plymouth-Canton area 

Now, she is appearing at the Village 
Theater in Canton with a professional 
troupe of touring actors brought to 
Michigan from West Virginia by Arts 
Coordinator Jennifer Tobia 

Wallace will appear in Sean O’Leary’s 
second play to be performed at the Village 
Theater this month, Rain in the Hollows , 
which starts at 8 p.m. tonight through 
Saturday and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. O’Leary, 
and his father, Hal—who is the director 
and actor in Pound —come from the same 
area of West Virginia where Tobin grew 
up. She brought the group to Canton as 
part of the Emerging Artist series. 

When Tobin was informed that one of 
the plays being brought to the Village 
Theater needed a young actress, she said 
Wallace immediately came to mind. 

“She’s got what it takes,” she said. 

Wallace said getting her start so young 
with the Whistle Stop Players was a little 
daunting 

“I was afraid there were going to be a 
lot of older kids, but I got up there and 
loved it,” she said. “Now, I feel totally com¬ 



Molly Wallace 


fortable.” 

Since then, Wallace has appeared in 
more plays and musicals than she can 
remember, the latest being with Ever After 
Productions performances of Annie , The 
Music Man and, most recently, The Wizard 
ofOz. 

Then, when she had gotten the hang of 
things locally, Wallace said the auditions 
for the O’Leary play was another cause for 
concern. 

“I was a little intimidated. These peo¬ 


ple were professional actors,” she said 

She landed the role of Kit in Rain in the 
Hollows, which is about a journalist who 
returns to his native West Virginia to con¬ 
front his larger-than-life brother whose 
legendary deeds are accompanied by a 
maddening disregard for rules, laws, or 
the consequences of his struggling family. 

Kit is the daughter of the larger-than- 
life brother Wallace said the role is unlike 
any she’s had before. 

‘The character is a lot more complex. I 
really had to get into what I was doing 
because it means a lot more to the play,” 
she said. 

That meant a lot of rehearsing with the 


experienced actors. 

“It’s different than what I’m used to. It’s 
really getting down to business. I’ve had to 
learn how to take more criticism.” 

Wallace said she hopes to act in more 
plays throughout high school and study 
drama in college. Afterward, she hopes to 
move to Hollywood—or Mollywood, if she 
has her way. 

“I want to be a famous actress some 
day,” she said. “I want to be a star” 

Tickets for the shows can be purchased 
beforehand for $12 at the Summit on the 
Park or two hours prior to the perfor¬ 
mance at the Village Theater box office. 
For more information, call (734) 394-5460. 





fieeft a si 

Serbe^ge i 

live Blues 

Friday Nights 8-11 


17100 N. laurel Perk Dr. 
■Livonia, Ml 48152 

located In The lobby of the |fi 
Livonia Marriott laurel Park Place 





Celebrating our First Anniversary! 


Mai n w) Street 


Celebrate with our 
1 1 Month Option 
Certificate of Deposit 


We extend a heartfeft 
dhan kjYou 
to the SforthvdCe area 
for a great first year! 


201 E. MAIN STREET 
248-449-3700 
MAINSTREETBANK.NET 


■■ - 
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We invite you to experience 
our unique styCe of 6anting ... 

Wetcome J-fome to Main Street (BanhJ 


"Cor,*rt \Jm> Swmy a&fiVt xm few* -.2 
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In Showroom 
Discount 

Just For Visiting Our Showroom 

‘Must Present In Showroom. 
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